Stoma Dermatitis: Prevalent but Often

Overlooked—Clarifications

To the Editor:

We are writing to clarify the following issues regarding our

article Stoma Dermatitis: Prevalent but Often Overlooked."

1. ConvaTec and Bristol-Meyers Squibb Company
ConvaTec would like to clarify that it is a former
division of Bristol-Myers Squibb Company (BMS). The
ConvaTec division was divested from BMS on August
1, 2008, and has since been operating as an indepen-
dent entity. As of the divestiture, BMS no longer has
manufactured ostomy-related products and devices.
The authors appreciate this clarification.

2. Stomahesive and Stomadhesive

3.

As the maker of the Stomahesive family of products,
ConvaTec would like to note that the use of the name
“Stomadhesive” was incorrect and that “Stomahesive”
should instead have been used. The authors note that
the name “Stomadhesive” was taken directly from one
of their references.”

Use of Gantrez solution in Stomahesive Paste

A. Gantrez wishes to clarify that Gantrez ES-225
(International Specialty Products, Wayne, NJ) is
not a component of the Stomahesive family of
products and that the wafer products contain no
Gantrez at all. The authors obtained their informa-
tion from articles by Heskel® and Scalf and Fowler.’

B. In addition, the authors would like to point out
that in describing the chemical formula of Gantrez,
they incorrectly used an uppercase “N” instead of a

“n.” According to ISP Corporation’s

publications, Gantrez products do not contain

nitrogen in their polymer structures.

lowercase

C. ConvaTec would also like to emphasize that it
cooperates with all clinicians treating patients to
identify clinical significance on an individual-case
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basis and has always been fully compliant with all
regulations and rules governing the manufacture
and sale of medical devices. The authors wish to
note that the quotation to which they were
referring (from the article by Gallo and colleagues*)
is the following: “The offending allergen in our
patient remains mysterious because, apart from
Gantrez, we could not test the other components
because the manufacturer [ConvaTec, Deeside,
UK] refused to supply them.”

4. Epoxy resin in ConvaTec urostomy products

ConvaTec wishes to clarify that its ostomy products do
not contain epoxy resin. The authors note that Mann
and colleagues’ cited positive patch testing to both
epoxy resins and the urostomy pouch but stated that
epoxy resins were not a known component. Also, the
authors obtained their information about the presence
of epoxy resins in the ileostomy pouch from the report
of Fregert and colleagues.® Fregert and colleagues
performed thin-layer chromatography and found
epoxy resin oligomers in extracts of the pouch material
of Squibb Combihesive stoma pouches (Squibb,
Princeton, NJ) and Dansac Combi stoma pouches
(Dansac A/S, Fredensborg, Denmark). It is possible
that during the extraction process, a trace amount of
epoxide contamination was introduced to the samples.

5. ConvaCare

ConvaTec would like to clarify that ConvaTec adhesive
remover wipes are sold under the AllKare brand
(ConvaTec Inc., Skillman, NJ) in the United States.
The authors would like to add that the case study they
referenced was conducted in Europe, which explains the
use of the brand name “ConvaCare” in the article.

ConvaTec has reemphasized its commitment to patient
care and compliance and has stated that it is always willing
to work with clinicians to find solutions to particular
patient challenges and advanced patient care.

We appreciate the assistance of ConvaTec in these
clarifications.
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