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Mast cell responses are influenced by a diverse array of en-
vironmental factors, but little is known about the effect of
genetic background. In this study, we report that 129/Sv
mice had high levels of circulating IgE, increased expres-
sion of the high-affinity receptor for IgE (Fc�RI),
and greater sensitivity to anaphylaxis when compared
with C57BL/6 mice. Bone marrow-derived mast cells
(BMMCs) from 129/Sv mice showed more robust degran-
ulation upon the engagement of Fc�RI. Deficiency of the
Src family kinase Lyn enhanced degranulation in 129/Sv
BMMCs but inhibited this response in C57BL/6 cells.
C57BL/6 lyn�/� BMMCs had reduced expression of the
Src family kinase Fyn, and increasing its expression mark-
edly enhanced degranulation. In human mast cells the
silencing of Lyn or Fyn expression resulted in hyperde-
granulation or hypodegranulation, respectively. The find-
ings demonstrate a genetic influence on the extent of a
mast cell’s response and identify Fyn kinase as a contrib-
utory determinant. The Journal of Immunology, 2007,
179: 740–743.

T he plasticity of a mast cell (MC)3 has long been recog-
nized and the environmental milieu of the tissue in
which the MC resides is a known contributory factor

(1). MCs mature in the peripheral tissue, and the organs they
inhabit have considerably different environments. It is thought
that this adaptability provides the MC with the needed flexibil-
ity to respond appropriately to an immune challenge in the con-
text of the particular tissue where it resides (2).

Although the granule protein composition (tryptases) of
MCs was previously demonstrated to be different in 129/Sv
verus C57BL/6 mice (3), one less well-studied facet is how MC
responsiveness is influenced by genetics. It is well recognized
that both genes and environment are key in the development of
allergy and asthma (4). It is thought that the skewing of im-

mune responses toward a Th2 phenotype is requisite (5). How-
ever, in a Th2 setting individuals with similar levels of high af-
finity, allergen-specific IgE Abs that react to the same allergen
can, nonetheless, respond differently to a challenge (6). These
genetically determined divergent responses are also manifest in
mouse models of MC function. In this respect, we and others
have reported (7, 8) that deficiency in the Src family protein
tyrosine kinase Lyn results in increased MC responsiveness
upon engagement of Fc�RI, whereas other studies demonstrate
(9–11) no change in responsiveness or decreased responsiveness
in the absence of Lyn. We hypothesized that these differences
might be determined by a difference in the MC responsiveness
of the two commonly used mouse strains (129/Sv and
C57BL/6).

Our findings demonstrate that the in vivo and in vitro re-
sponses of MCs from the 129/Sv or C57BL/6 backgrounds dif-
fered markedly. The findings may well explain the conflicting
observations of the various aforementioned studies on the ef-
fects of Lyn deficiency in MC degranulation.

Materials and Methods
Abs and reagents

Abs and reagents used in this study have been described elsewhere (7, 12, 13).
Biotinylated human IgE was prepared as described (14). Streptavidin was pur-
chased from Sigma-Aldrich. Secondary Abs were previously described (13).

Mice, cell cultures, activation, lysates, immunoprecipitation, and
immunoblots

Congenic wild-type (WT) 129/SvJ and C57BL/6J mice (8–12 wk of age) and
their Lyn-deficient counterparts (129/Sv-Lyntm1Sor/J and B6.129S4-
LyntmSor/J; henceforth referred to as 129/Sv lyn�/� and C57BL/6 lyn�/� mice,
respectively) were obtained from The Jackson Laboratory and used in accor-
dance with National Institutes of Health guidelines and a National Institute of
Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and Skin Diseases-approved animal study pro-
posal. The bone marrow-derived MC (BMMC) cultures, lysate preparations,
immunoprecipitations, and immunoblots used have been described elsewhere
(7, 12, 13). Human MCs (HuMCs) were developed from CD34� cells as
described (15). Fc�RI stimulation of HuMCs (sensitized with biotinylated IgE)
was done with the indicated concentrations of streptavidin. Lysates were pre-
pared and proteins identified as described (16).
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Lentivirus expression and short hairpin RNA (shRNA) vector
construction and gene transduction

The construction of the lentiviral vectors carrying active and catalytically inac-
tive forms (K296R) of Fyn kinase and shRNA for human Fyn and Lyn silencing
as well as the gene transduction strategy was essentially as previously described
(16). The sense and antisense oligonucleotide sequence for the targeting of Lyn
(GenBank accession nos. M16038 and M79321) and Fyn (GenBank accession
nos.M14333,S74774,andBC032496)shRNAswereasfollows:5�-CACCGACG
GAGGTTTCAGACTGAACGTGTGCTGTCCGTTTAGTTTGAAACC
TCTGTC-3� (Lyn sense), 5�-AAAAGACAGAGGTTTCAAACTAAACGT
GTGCTGTCCGTTCAGTCTGAAACCTCCGTC-3� (Lyn antisense), 5�-
CACCACGGGAGGTTCGCAGTCGAACGTGTGCTGTCCGTTTGAT
TGTGAACCTCCCGT-3� (Fyn sense), and 5�-AAAAACGGGAGGTTCA
CAATCAAACGGACAGCACACGTTCGACTGCGAACCTCCCGT-3�
(Fyn antisense).

Measurement of cytosolic calcium, degranulation, cytokine production,
eosinophil migration, and anaphylaxis

Calcium measurements on fura-2-loaded cells were previously described (16).
Release (degranulation) of the granule marker �-hexosaminidase was assayed as
previously described (7, 12). For cytokine secretion, a multiplex array was per-
formed by a commercial source (Linco/Millipore). Eosinophil migration assays
were performed essentially as previously described (17). Passive systemic ana-
phylaxis was performed as described (7) with a minor modification. Rat mono-
clonal anti-IgE (100 �g; BD Biosciences) was used to challenge the mice to

circumvent the possible inhibition of the binding of Ag-specific IgE used to
sensitize the mice because of the high levels of circulating IgE in 129/Sv mice.

Results and Discussion
Infectious challenge of C57BL/6 or 129/Sv mice has revealed a
skewing of immune responses toward Th1 or Th2, respectively
(18). To assess whether this skewing was evident under non-
challenge conditions, we evaluated the amount of circulating
IgE and peritoneal MC Fc�RI expression for both, as these are
known to increase in a Th2 environment. 129/Sv mice had
markedly increased serum IgE levels and increased Fc�RI ex-
pression on their MCs relative to C57BL/6 mice (Fig. 1, A and
B). Anaphylactic challenge (Fig. 1C) showed increased MC re-
sponsiveness in 129/Sv mice, demonstrating that the Th2 skew-
ing predisposed these mice to enhanced in vivo allergic re-
sponses. The percentage of MCs in the peritoneum of 129/Sv
WT mice was also significantly higher than that of C57BL/6
WT mice (Fig. 1D), and Fc�RI-activated 129/Sv BMMCs

FIGURE 1. Differences in the Th environment and MC responses of
C57BL/6 and 129/Sv mice. A, Serum IgE levels of unchallenged 129/Sv and
C57BL/6 mice were measured by ELISA (���, p � 0.001). B, FACS analysis of
Fc�RI expression on peritoneal MCs for the indicated genotypes. Isotype con-
trols were identical for both genotypes. C, Plasma histamine levels after ana-
phylactic challenge of indicated mice using anti-IgE (100 �g). Significance was
determined by one-way ANOVA (��, p � 0.001). D, C57BL/6 (n � 6) and
129/Sv (n � 9) mice differ in the percentage of peritoneal MCs. Mast cells were
distinguished on the basis of c-KIT�Fc�RI� by flow cytometry. Significance
was determined by one-way ANOVA (�, p � 0.03). E, C57BL/6 and 129/Sv
BMMCs differ in their abilities to recruit eosinophils, which are enhanced by
129/Sv lyn�/� BMMCs. Supernatants from unstimulated (� or IgE/Ag (Ag)-
stimulated (�) BMMCs of the indicated mouse strains were used. Data shown
are mean � SEM from 3–4 samples/condition. Significance was determined by
a Student t test relative to unstimulated (�) samples (�, p � 0.05, ��, p �
0.008; ���, p � 0.0008).

FIGURE 2. Degranulation, but not cytokine secretion, differs for C57BL/6
and 129/Sv BMMCs. A, FACS analysis of BMMC Fc�RI expression for the
indicated genotypes. Ctrl, Control. B, Degranulation of BMMCs from the in-
dicated genotypes at the shown doses of Ag was determined by hexosaminidase
release. Net release at 15 min is shown. Data are mean � SD. Significance (�,
p � 0.05 to � 0.01) was determined by a Student t test for each genotype in a
comparison of lyn�/� with respect to WT. C, Kinetics of BMMC degranula-
tion for the indicated genotypes measured as described above using 50 ng/ml
Ag. Data are mean � SEM. Significance was determined as above (�, p � 0.01).
D, The amount of IL-6, IL-13, and TNF secreted from BMMCs of the indi-
cated genotypes into the medium before and 4 h after Ag challenge (10 ng/ml)
was measured in a multiplex format. Data shown are mean � SD from five
experiments. Significance of lyn�/� with respect to WT was as follows: �, p �
0.05; and ��, p � 0.005.
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showed an increased capacity to recruit eosinophils when Lyn
expression (129/Sv lyn�/�) was lost (Fig. 1E).

The difference between the in vivo responses suggested that
the increased expression of Fc�RI, because of high IgE levels in
129/Sv vs C57BL/6, was a dominant factor in the enhanced
response of 129/Sv mice. To test whether other cell-intrinsic
factors might play a role, we assessed the degranulation response
of in vitro cultured WT and Lyn-deficient (lyn�/�) BMMCs.
Fig. 2A shows that cultured BMMCs did not differ in Fc�RI
expression. However, as shown in Fig. 2, B and C, there was a
marked difference in the extent and kinetics of the degranula-
tion response of BMMCs from the two genetic backgrounds.
129/Sv BMMC showed a trend toward a more robust degran-
ulation response than C57BL/6 cells with a more rapid kinetics,
having a t1/2 of �1 min vs a t1/2 of �2 min, respectively. Strik-
ingly, Lyn deficiency had opposing effects on the degranulation
response, with BMMCs from 129/Sv mice showing a signifi-
cant enhancement (�2-fold, p � 0.02; n � 5) in degranulation
whereas those from C57BL/6 mice showed a significant de-
crease (�2-fold, p � 0.05; n � 5). Kinetic analysis (Fig. 2C)
revealed that these differences could not be overcome within 9
min poststimulation. No significant differences were observed
for cytokine secretion (IL-6, IL-13, or TNF) in WT 129/Sv vs
C57BL/6 BMMCs (Fig. 2D) and Lyn deficiency in both ge-
netic backgrounds caused significant ( p � 0.01; n � 5) en-
hancement of cytokine secretion, thus demonstrating an unam-
biguous role for Lyn kinase in the negative regulation of this
response.

To explore what other factors underlie the observed differ-
ences in the extent of the degranulation responses of 129/Sv and
C57BL/6 BMMCs, we performed an analysis of the phosphor-
ylation state of a number of proteins activated upon Fc�RI en-
gagement (Fig. 3A). No significant differences were found in
the phosphorylation of Syk, p38 MAPK, and JNK, whereas en-
hanced phosphorylation of ERK was observed in C57BL/6 WT
relative to 129/Sv WT BMMCs. Lyn deficiency made little dif-
ference in the phosphorylation of p38MAPK and JNK, consis-
tent with our prior finding of a role for Fyn in their activation
(13). In contrast, Lyn deficiency caused loss of Syk phosphor-
ylation in both 129/Sv and C57BL/6 BMMCs, whereas Akt

phosphorylation was modestly increased in C57BL/6 lyn�/�

BMMCs but markedly increased in those from 129/Sv lyn�/�

mice. Phosphorylation of phospholipase C (PLC) �1 and
PLC�2 as well as that of PLC�1-associated LAT (linker of acti-
vated T cells) was also enhanced in 129/Sv background, and it
is noteworthy that phosphorylation of these proteins was still
observed, although reduced, in 129/Sv lyn�/� but not in
C57BL/6 lyn�/� BMMCs (Fig. 3B). Analysis of the calcium
response revealed a 2-fold difference (from 200 to �400
nM) in the Fc�RI-induced intracellular calcium concentra-
tions of C57BL/6 and 129/Sv WT BMMCs, respectively
(Fig. 3C). Lyn-deficiency caused the loss of calcium re-
sponses in both backgrounds, with a slow rise in calcium as
previously noted (9).

In the course of this work we discovered that C57BL/6
BMMCs expressed considerably less Fyn kinase than BMMCs
derived from 129/Sv mice (Fig. 4A). Thus, we explored the
possibility that this difference might contribute to the loss of
degranulation in C57BL/6 lyn�/� BMMCs vs the hyperde-
granulation observed in 129/Sv lyn�/� cells. Fig. 4B shows that
ectopic expression of Fyn in C57BL/6 lyn�/� BMMCs restored
degranulation. Three independent experiments using individ-
ual cultures showed a marked restoration of degranulation with
a trend toward enhanced degranulation when compared with
C57BL/6 WT BMMCs achieving significance ( p � 0.05) at
high Ag concentration. The restored degranulation was associ-
ated with restoration of the calcium response (Fig. 4C) to the
level of the intracellular calcium concentrations observed in
129/Sv WT BMMCs (Fig. 3C). Thus, these experiments dem-
onstrated that differences in the expression of Fyn kinase con-
tributed to the enhanced degranulation response of 129/Sv vs
C57BL/6 BMMCs. This suggests that both Lyn and Fyn are
required for normal calcium responses and that the ratio of
Lyn:Fyn expression may be important in determining the ac-
tion of Fyn kinase and its role in degranulation.

The relevance of these conflicting findings on the degranula-
tion in the two Lyn-deficient mouse strains was explored in cul-
tured CD34�-derived HuMCs. Fig. 4D shows that the selec-
tive silencing of Fyn and Lyn expression in HuMCs caused
suppressed and enhanced degranulation, respectively. These

FIGURE 3. Differences in the signaling and calcium re-
sponses of WT and Lyn-deficient BMMCs from C57BL/6
and 129/Sv mice. A, Phosphorylation of signaling proteins in
BMMCs from WT or Lyn-deficient BMMCs. Immunoblots
were preformed using the indicated phospho (P)-specific Abs
on proteins from unstimulated cells (0 min) or cells stimu-
lated with Ag (50 ng/ml). Equal protein loading was deter-
mined with an Ab to actin or to the respective protein. One
representative of four individual experiments is shown. Num-
bers are the mean fold increase in phosphorylation (for all ex-
periments, n � 4) as determined by densitometric quantita-
tion (using NIH Image J software). B, Phosphorylation (P-) of
PLC�1 and PLC�2 was determined by a phosphotyrosine im-
munoblot of immunoprecipitated (IP) protein. PLC�1-asso-
ciated phospho-LAT was also detected. Numbers represent
mean fold increase in phosphorylation (for all experiments,
n � 3) as determined by densitometry. C, Calcium response
of the indicated genotypes using fura 2 fluorometry. IgE-sen-
sitized cells were stimulated with Ag (20 ng/ml) as indicated
by the arrow and calcium responses were monitored for the
indicated time. One representative of three experiments is
shown. Ctrl, Control.
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findings demonstrate that Fyn has a positive role in degranulation
whereas Lyn is a negative regulator of degranulation in HuMCs.

Our findings provide several important lessons. First, MC re-
sponses are clearly altered by the genetic makeup of the cells.
We find that while the in vivo environment (high IgE levels and
Fc�RI expression) influences MC responsiveness (anaphylaxis),
the level of Fyn expression is also a likely contributor. Second,
mouse neonates of various genetic backgrounds (including
C57BL/6) were shown to have a Th2 skewing of immune re-
sponses (19), suggesting that C57BL/6 mice, unlike 129/Sv or
BALB/c mice, develop a Th1 skewing in later life that may re-

sult from genetic and environmental influences. This brings
into question what is an appropriate genetic background for in
vivo allergic models. Third, the findings suggest that the appar-
ent controversy over whether Lyn kinase plays a negative regu-
latory role in MC degranulation likely results from the varying
genetic makeup of the mice or cells under study. Importantly,
in HuMCs we find that Fyn and Lyn have a positive and neg-
ative influence, respectively, on this response. Finally, our find-
ings further warn that a phenotype observed in only one genetic
mouse strain may have relevance to humans.

Acknowledgments
We thank the Flow Cytometry Unit of the Office of Science and Technology of
National Institute of Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and Skin Diseases for their
contribution.

Disclosures
The authors have no financial conflict of interest.

References
1. Katz, H. R., R. L. Stevens, and K. F. Austen. 1985. Heterogeneity of mammalian mast

cells differentiated in vivo and in vitro. J. Allergy Clin. Immunol. 76: 250–259.
2. Wedemeyer, J., M. Tsai, and S. J. Galli. 2000. Role of mast cells and basophils in

innate and acquired immunity. Curr. Opin. Immunol. 12: 624–631.
3. Wong, G. W., Y. Tang, E. Feyfant, A. Sali, L. Li, C. Huang, D. S. Friend, S. A. Krilis,

and R. L. Stevens. 1999. Identification of a new member of the tryptase family of
mouse and human mast cell proteases which possesses a novel COOH-terminal hy-
drophobic extension. J. Biol. Chem. 274: 30784–30793.

4. Vercelli, D. 2004. Genetics, epigenetics, and the environment: switching, buffering,
releasing. J. Allergy Clin. Immunol. 113: 381–386.

5. Kuipers, H., and B. N. Lambrecht. 2004. The interplay of dendritic cells, Th2 cells
and regulatory T cells in asthma. Curr. Opin. Immunol. 16: 702–708.

6. Pumphrey, R. 2004. Anaphylaxis: can we tell who is at risk of a fatal reaction? Curr
Opin Allergy Clin. Immunol. 4: 285–290.

7. Odom, S., G. Gomez, M. Kovarova, Y. Furumoto, J. J. Ryan, H. V. Wright,
C. Gonzalez-Espinosa, M. L. Hibbs, K. W. Harder, and J. Rivera. 2004. Negative
regulation of immunoglobulin E-dependent allergic responses by Lyn kinase. J. Exp.
Med. 199: 1491–1502.

8. Hernandez-Hansen, V., A. J. Smith, Z. Surviladze, A. Chigaev, T. Mazel,
J. Kalesnikoff, C. A. Lowell, G. Krystal, L. A. Sklar, B. S. Wilson, and J. M. Oliver.
2004. Dysregulated Fc�RI signaling and altered Fyn and SHIP activities in Lyn-de-
ficient mast cells. J. Immunol. 173: 100–112.

9. Nishizumi, H., and T. Yamamoto. 1997. Impaired tyrosine phosphorylation and
Ca2� mobilization, but not degranulation, in Lyn-deficient bone marrow-derived
mast cells. J. Immunol. 158: 2350–2355.

10. Kawakami, Y., J. Kitaura, A. B. Satterthwaite, R. M. Kato, K. Asai, S. E. Hartman,
M. Maeda-Yamamoto, C. A. Lowell, D. J. Rawlings, O. N. Witte, and T. Kawakami.
2000. Redundant and opposing functions of two tyrosine kinases, Btk and Lyn, in
mast cell activation. J. Immunol. 165: 1210–1219.

11. Iwaki, S., C. Tkaczyk, A. B. Satterthwaite, K. Halcomb, M. A. Beaven,
D. D. Metcalfe, and A. M. Gilfillan. 2005. Btk plays a crucial role in the amplification
of Fc�RI-mediated mast cell activation by kit. J. Biol. Chem. 280: 40261–40270.

12. Parravicini, V., M. Gadina, M. Kovarova, S. Odom, C. Gonzalez-Espinosa,
Y. Furumoto, S. Saitoh, L. E. Samelson, J. J. O’Shea, and J. Rivera. 2002. Fyn kinase
initiates complementary signals required for IgE-dependent mast cell degranulation.
Nat. Immunol. 3: 741–748.

13. Gomez, G., C. Gonzalez-Espinosa, S. Odom, G. Baez, M. E. Cid, J. J. Ryan, and
J. Rivera. 2005. Impaired Fc�RI-dependent gene expression and defective eicosanoid
and cytokine production as a consequence of Fyn-deficiency in mast cells. J. Immunol.
175: 7602–7610.

14. Ali, K., A. Bilancio, M. Thomas, W. Pearce, A. M. Gilfillan, C. Tkaczyk, N. Kuehn,
A. Gray, J. Giddings, E. Peskett, et al. 2004. Essential role for the p110� phospho-
inositide 3-kinase in the allergic response. Nature 431: 1007–1011.

15. Tkaczyk, C., M. A. Beaven, S. M. Brachman, D. D. Metcalfe, and A. M. Gilfillan.
2003. The phospholipase C�1-dependent pathway of Fc�RI-mediated mast cell acti-
vation is regulated independently of phosphatidylinositol 3-kinase. J. Biol. Chem. 278:
48474–48484.

16. Furumoto, Y., S. Brooks, A. Olivera, Y. Takagi, M. Miyagishi, K. Taira, R. Casellas,
M. A. Beaven, A. M. Gilfillan, and J. Rivera. 2006. Cutting edge: Lentiviral shRNA
silencing of PTEN in human mast cells reveals constitutive signals that promote cy-
tokine secretion and cell survival. J. Immunol. 176: 5167–5171.

17. Gwinn, W. M., J. M. Damsker, R. Falahati, I. Okwumabua, A. Kelly-Welch,
A. D. Keegan, C. Vanpouille, J. J. Lee, L. A. Dent, D. Leitenberg, et al. 2006. Novel
approach to inhibit asthma-mediated lung inflammation using anti-CD147 interven-
tion. J. Immunol. 177: 4870–4879.

18. O’Neill, S. M., M. T. Brady, J. J. Callanan, G. Mulcahy, P. Joyce, K. H. Mills, and
J. P. Dalton. 2000. Fasciola hepatica infection downregulates Th1 responses in mice.
Parasite Immunol. 22: 147–155.

19. Adkins, B. 2000. Development of neonatal Th1/Th2 function. Int. Rev. Immunol. 19:
157–171.

FIGURE 4. Fyn kinase expression is reduced in C57BL/6 BMMCs and Fyn
contributes to degranulation in mouse and human MCs. A, Cell lysates from
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duced, or Fyn catalytically inactive (Fyn CI)-transduced cells. Inset shows ec-
topic Fyn expression levels for one representative experiment. Degranulation
was measured by �-hexosaminidase release using the indicated Ag doses. Data
are mean � SD from three individual experiments. Significance was deter-
mined by a Student t test relative to WT (lacZ) responses (�, p � 0.05; ��, p �
0.005). C, Calcium response of the indicated transduced genotypes using fura 2
fluorometry. IgE-sensitized cells were stimulated or not with Ag (20 ng/ml) and
monitored for the indicated time. One representative of four experiments is
shown. D, CD34�-derived HuMCs were transduced with shRNA to silence
Lyn (LynKD) and Fyn (FynKD) expression or with control (Ctrl) shRNA (lacZ).
Immunoblots with Abs to Fyn, Lyn, and actin reveal the relative expression of
these proteins in the transductants. Transduced HuMCs were sensitized with
biotinylated IgE and stimulated with the indicated concentrations of streptavi-
din (Ag) for 30 min. Degranulation was measured by hexosaminidase release.
Data are means � SD from five individual experiments. Significance is relative
to WT cells (�, p � 0.05; ��, p � 0.001).
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