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Monitoring of thyroid function in patients
who exhibit IgE against thyroperoxidase while
taking omalizumab?

To the Editor:
In a recent study entitled ‘‘Efficacy and safety of omalizumab

in patients with chronic urticaria who exhibit IgE against
thyroperoxidase,’’1 the authors note that ‘‘[t]he number of pa-
tients with notable changes in laboratory values during the study
was small.’’ No details of which laboratory studies were per-
formed and whether they included monitoring of thyroid status
are provided. This is surprising in view of the purported focus of
the study on the safety of a medication in a population at risk
for thyroid disease. Because there is at least 1 report in the lit-
erature of altered thyroid function temporally related to use of
omalizumab in a patient with antithyroid antibodies and chronic
urticaria that is not cited by the authors, some of the readers
might appreciate a clarification of whether these ‘‘notable
changes’’ included measures of thyroid function and antibody
levels.2
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