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A Case of Suspected Occupational Asthma Caused by Rabbit Fur
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Kye Chul Shin and Sang Ha Kim
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Occupational allergic rhinitis caused by rabbit fur has been
reported in Korea. However, occupational asthma due to
rabbit fur has not yet reported in Korea. We report a sus-
pected case of allergic asthma caused by rabbit fur on
occupational exposure. A 35-year-old male developed dys-
pnea, chest discomfort related to rabbit fur. He has been
worked for a spinning factory. He presented with a history
of allergic rhinitis and asthma. Peripheral blood eosinophil
count was 690/mm’. Bronchodilator response was positive,
the results of skin prick test were positive for house dust
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mite, cockroach and rabbit fur. The level of specific IgE for
rabbit fur was 8.39 KU/L. The methacholine challenge test
was positive (PCa 1.96 mg/mL). These findings suggest that
the rabbit fur could induce occupational asthma. We could
not perform bronchoprovacation test with rabbit fur due to
patient’s refusal. He is in a well controlled state with the
use of a combination of inhaled corticosteroid and long
acting /3, agonist after the avoidance of rabbit fur. (Korean
J Asthma Allergy Clin Immunol 2008;28:309-312)
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Table 1. The result of skin prick test

Allergens Wheal (mm) Erythema (mm)
D. pteronyssinus 1616 5040
D. farinae 1414 30<30
Cockroach 12x12 30<30
Rabbit fur 14x12 25x25
Histamine 4x4 20<16

D. pteronyssinus = Dermatophagoides pteronyssinus; D. farina =
Dermatophagoides farina.
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