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Chloroacetamide, a colourless and odourless powder, is
an industrial preservative also used in cosmetics (1-5),
glue (5-7), leather, shoe polish and industrial oils (4).

Case Report

A 59-year-old man presented with itchy, symmetrical,
red, scaly oedema of the eyelids, related to using a cer-
tain emulsion wall paint. A different wall paint did not
elicit the same symptoms. Topical corticosteroid
promptly relieved the condition.

Patch testing showed a + + reaction to wall paint both
as is and at 10% pet., and a + reaction at 1% pet. Prick
testing on the forearm with wall paint as is gave a +++
reaction at D2. An open test to chloroacetamide (Mer-
gal KM 109, Troy Chemical Company BV, Seelze, Ger-
many; 0.30% aq.), supplied by the manufacturer, elicited
a +++ reaction at D2 and D3. All other patch tests to
the standard series, a preservatives series and the other
wall paint, without chloroacetamide, were negative.

Discussion

Contact allergy to chloroacetamide was first described
in 1971 (1), and has been reported at extremely low con-
centrations (8). It has caused allergic contact dermatitis
in cosmetics, such as baby lotion (1), bath oils, shampoo
(4), hand lotion (2), facial cleanser (3), moist toilet paper
and massage cream (5), cutting oils (4, 9), glues (6, 7),
nylon spin finish (10), and wall paints (11, 12). 10% of
house painters with active hand eczema reacted to chlo-
roacetamide on patch testing (11).

To our knowledge, this is only the 2nd report of chlo-
roacetamide in wall paint as the cause of airborne con-
tact dermatitis (12). More recently, the preservative mix-
ture of methylchloroisothiazolinone and methylisothia-
zolinone in emulsion wall paints has similarly been
reported (13).

* Now at The Wistar Institute, 3601 Spruce Street, Philadel-
phia, PA 19104-4268, USA
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