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7 6  y e a r - o l d  w o m a n  w a s  o p e r a t e d  o n  f o r

ar throdes is  o f  the r ight  wr is t ,  Ten days af ter

t he  ope ra t i on  t he  su rg i ca l  wound  i n  t he  vo la r
face of  the r ight  wr ist  was closed, but she was suffe-
r ing  fo r  p rur i tus  and ery thema in  the  s i te  o f  the
wound.  These symptoms were  worsen ing  day  by  day
wi th  a  bad oedema,  vesc ic les  and exudates .
The surgeon suggests  an  a l le rgy  to  the  meta l  o f  the
pro thes is .

The pa t ien t  was  no t  a top ic .  We car r ied  ou t  a  pa tch  tes t
w i th  European s tandard  ba t te ry  and la tex  and t i ta -
n i u m  u s e d  i n  t h e  p r o t h e s i s .  B u t  t h e  r e s u l t  w a s  n e g a t i -
v e .  S o  w e  t e s t e d  t h e  f i l a m e n t  u s e d  i n  t h e  s u t u r e  a n d
af te r  48  hours  was observed an  ery thema,  in f i l t ra t ion
a n d  p a p u l e s  l a s t i n g  u n t i l  9 6  h o u r s .  T h e  f i l a m e n t  w a s
u n d e r  d e r m a  a n d  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  r e m o v e  i t .

S h e  w a s  t r e a t e d  o c a l l y  w i t h  a n  a n t i b i o t i c  d r u g ,  m e r -
c u r y - c h r o m i u m , a . d  a n  a n t i - i n f l a m m a t o r y  d r u g ,  c o r t i -
cos tero id  o in tment .
I t  need s ix  months  :o  recover ,
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PDS"  l l  i s  a  monof i lament  syn the t ic  absorbab le  su tu-
re  p repared f rom the  po lyes ter ,  po ly  (p -d ioxanone) .

T h e  e m p i r i c a l  m o l e c u l a r  f o r m u l a  o f  t h e  p o l y m e r  i s
(C4H603)x .

Po lyd ioxanone po lymer  has  been found to  be  nonan-
t igen ic ,  nonpyrogen ic  and e l i c i t s  on ly  a  s l igh t  t i ssue
r e a c t i o n  d u r i n g  a b s o r p t i o n  ( 2 , 3 1 .

PDS l l  syn the t ic  absorbab le  su ture  has  been fo rmula-
ted  to  min imize  the  var iab i l i t y  o f  tens i le  s t rength
re ten t ion  and the  absorp t ion  ra te  ( loss  o f  these mass)
and to  p rov ide  wound suppor t  th rough an  ex tended
h e a l i n g  p e r i o d .

The resu l ts  o f  imp lan ta t ion  s tud ies  o f  PDS l l  monof i -
lament  su ture  in  an ima ls  ind ica te  tha t  approx imate ly
70% of i ts or ig inal  strength remains two weeks af ter
i m p l a n t a t i o n .
A t  f o u r  w e e k s  p o s t - i m p l a n t a t i o n ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y
5 0 %  o f  i t s  o r i g i n a l  s t r e n g t h  i s  r e t a i n e d ,  a n d  a t  s i x
weeks ,  approx imate ly  25% o î  the  or ig ina l  s t rength
i s  r e t a i n e d .

Data  ob ta ined f rom imp lan ta t ion  s tud ies  in  ra ts
s h o w  t h a t  t h e  a b s o r p t i o n  o f  t h e s e  s u t u r e s  i s  m i n i -
m a l  u n t i l  a b o u t  t h e  9 0 t h  p o s t - i m p l a n t a t i o n  d a y .
A b s o r p t i o n  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  c o m p l e t e  w i t h i n  s i x
m o n t h s  ( 4 ,  5 ,  6 ) .

Our  pa t ien t  needed th is  t ime to  recover  never the less
the therapy.

We have no t  found any  repor t  o f  th is  k ind  o f  a l le rgy
the  l i te ra tu re .
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ASTHMA HOSPTTALIZATTOIUS DUE ÎO
POOR IilHALED MEDICATION ADHEREilGE'

ÎIIE JOURIUAL OF ALTERGY & GTIIUIGAL

steroids was aPproximatelY 50%'
o f  four  doses  o f  the i r  p rescr ibed inha led  s te ro id  doub led  the i r  r i sk  o f  be ing '

i i
The major i ty of  hospi ta l izat ions for  asthma may be the resul t  of  people not taking their  inha-

led steroid medicat ions,  according to new research featured ín the December 2004 Journal  of  Al lergy &

cl in ical  lmmunology (JACI).  The Jnct is the peer-reviewed scient i f ic  journal  of  the American Academy of

Aflergy,.î-t i.Î.tt & lmmunology (AAAAI)' 
+ha r-ran^ r Fnrd Hearrh Svstem in Medical

L.  Keoki  wi l l iams, MD, MpH, ànd col leagues from the Henry Ford Health system in Detroi t ,  and the

col lege of  Georgia are the f i rst to studylhe relat ionship between medicat ion adheren"* 3nq-": ' lg 
related

outcomes in adult patients with asthma. They examined the records of 405 asthma patients 
"9": 19:tj j '

determine i f  poor adherence to direct ions for  taking inhaled steroids resul ted in poor asthma-outcomes'

Ri*;*',..,h"r, rl ivzed outpatient visits, emergency dóartment visits, hospitalizations and oral steroid use'

The study found:
Overa l l  adherence to  inha led
Patients who missed one out

hospi ta l ized.
60% of hospi ta l izat ions could have been prevented had pat ients taken their  inhaled medicat ion as directedt

poor medicat ion adherence was also associated with emergency department v is i ts and the need to use oral

steroid medicat ions,  which are associated with more severe asthma'

lnhaled steroids have become the standard in the t reatment of  persistent asthma' They have been $hown to

siani f icant lv improve asthma symptoms and reduce asthma compl icat ions'  However,  adherence to the pres-

:fy#:i"i l ; ' ; l*o'I*roids is poor amons adult asthma patients' -. ,-,^^+ ^+.,r.
While improving medicat ion adhereÀce is di f f icul t ,  iesearchers in the current study suggest that  increasing

;; ; ; t ; ;oì . r 'É importance of  adherence may resul t  in better asthma control '

The AAAAI is the la igest  professional  medical  special ty organizat ion in the Uni ted states represent ing al ler-  '

g ists,  asthma special ísts,  c l in ical  immunologists,  a l l ied t ' ' "u i - t t ' '  professionals and others wi th a special  interest

in the research and treatment of  a l lergic disease. Establ ished in 1943, the AAAAI has near ly 6,000 members in

the uni ted states,  canada and 60 othàr countr ies.  The AAAAI serves as an advocate to the publ ic by providing

leducational informatíon through its web sife at www.aaa ai.org orthe toll-f ree physician referral and infarma-

t ion l ine at  1(800) 822-2762'

EDlToR,s NOTE: This study was publ ished in the peer-reviewed, scient i f ic  journal  of  the American Academy of  Al lergy'

:Asthma & lmmunology, bui does not necessarily reflect the policies or the opinions of the Academy' To receive a copy of

,ths studv. contact John Gardner (jgardner@aaaai.org) at @lil zlz-a071. For more information and access to the archive of

;;J:Aií r-*r ràt*rses, visit the Media Cònter of the AAAAI Web site, www'aaaai'org'
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