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To the Editor:

We thank Sabato et al' for the additional information provided
and thoughtful comments on the suitability of fluorochrome-
labeled diamine oxidase (DAO) for measuring histamine release
in basophils at a single-cell level. In our study,” we aimed to
evaluate the use of intracellular fluorochrome-labeled DAO
compared with surface markers as an indicator of basophil
activation in patients with grass pollen—induced allergic rhinitis
and to explore the potential of labeled DAO as a functional
biomarker of efficacy and tolerance after subcutaneous and
sublingual grass pollen immunotherapy. The study reported by
Nullens et al’ evaluates the use of labeled DAO for measuring
functional basophil response in 23 adults who received rush
wasp venom immunotherapy for 6 months. The findings by
Nullens et al’ and our independent study” confirm the usefulness
of fluorochrome-labeled DAO for measuring histamine release at
a single-cell level for monitoring basophil response during/after
treatment. However, its role as a surrogate biomarker for
monitoring efficacy and tolerance after immunotherapy remains
to be further investigated in a large prospective randomized
placebo controlled immunotherapy trial.
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