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Palladium allergy prevalence might be
underestimated because of an inadequate test
allergen
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Dear Sir,

Muris et al. have convincingly shown that sodium
tetrachloropalladate (Na2[PdCl4]) may be superior to
palladium dichloride (PdCl2) for patch testing of
patients for palladium allergy (1). This is important new
information for patch testers, as palladium chloride may
need to be replaced with tetrachloropalladate in our
test series. In light of this, we recently recommended
using tetrachloropalladate and not palladium chloride for

the diagnostic work-up of patients suspected of having
metal allergy following implantation (2). However, in a
recent non-systematic review on palladium allergy, we
focused on palladium exposure, the clinical symptoms of
palladium allergy, and the epidemiology over time, as
illustrated by the title of the review (3). Thus, we did not
focus on the ideal patch test salt, and did not include the
study by Muris et al. (1). However, we acknowledge the
importance of the results from the Dutch group.
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