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INTRODUCTION

Insects, other arthropods, and their products Íìre capable of eliciting in humans

adverse reactions that range from mild seasonal annoyance to anaphylactic

shock and death. Dermal irritation resulting from contact with arthropods or

infested products is well documented and often occupational in nature with

entomologists, food handlers, and others. Respiratory allergies due to arthro-

pod pans and products can have etiologies and symptoms similar to those of

hay fever and can affect large populations in the infested area. The ill effects of

lrpidoptera lanyae were described in,early Greek medical writings (l), and the

poisonen of ancient Rome were suspected of including caterpillar extracts in

their armamentarium (see 125). The skin patch test as we know it today was

developed in 1870 by the naturalist Jean Henri Fabre during experiments in

which he sensitized himself to extracts from the pine processionary caterpillar,

Tlraumetopoea pinivora (46). Deaths due to stinging Hymenoptera have been

reported for centuries. One of the earliest documented cases occurred in264I

sc when King Menes of Egypt died from a wasP or hornet sting, according to

the hieroglyphics foupd in his tomb (33).

The range of reactions to arthropods and their products depends on several

factors, which include the type and source of the material; the route, intensity,

and duraúon of exposure; and the individual's immune response capabilities

rThe views of the author do not purport to reflect the position of the Department of the Army or

the Department of Defense. The US Government has the right to rctain a nonexclusive, royalty-free

license in and to any copyright covering this paper.
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