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As a preventive measure against allergicl hypersensitivity reactions due to paclitaxel (PTX), the administration of pre-
medication composed of three components, dexamethasone sodium phosphate injection, diphenhydramine hydrochloride tab-
let, and ranitidine hydrochloride injection solution (or injectable famotidine), is stipulated in the package insert. In the pre-
sent study, we used d-chlorpheniramine maleate injection instead of diphenhydramine hydrochloride tablet and examined its
effectiveness against PTX-related allergic reactions in 101 patients.

When d-chlorpheniramine maleate injection was given as premedication, the frequency of allergic reactions was 13.90
(140101), and for those of greater than Grade 3, which are considered to be severe, it was 2.000 (20101). In addition, the
frequencies of allergic reactions in patients with and without an allergic past were 37.500 (6016) and 9.400 (8085), respec-
tively, a significant difference (pO 0.0087). Although none of the patients with an allergic past had severe allergic reactions
(greater than Grade 3), there were severe reactions in 2 (2.40 ) patients with no allergic past. Seven of the 101 patients (6.9
) experienced PTX-related allergic reactions in the first treatment, whereas 1 patient (1.000 ) had an allergic reaction in
the second treatment. In the 3rd and later treatments, PTX-related allergic reactions occurred in 6 patients (0.6 ), though
PTX had been administered 992 times to 91 patients.

In conclusion, when d-chlorpheniramine maleate injection was used as premedication, it was equivalent to the conven-
tional premedication as regards preventing allergicl hypersensitivity reactions. However, in patients with no allergic past and
those under long-term treatment who had been treated 3 or more times, we consider that d-chlorpheniramine maleate injec-
tion was particularly effective in preventing PTX-related allergic reactions.
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