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‘Short Communications

Dermatitis from epoxy resin and formaldehyde in shampoo packers
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Contact allergy to formaldehyde used as a
preservative in shampoos is a hazard to which
workers in the cosmetic and toiletries indus-
tries are exposed. However, sensitivity to epoxy
resin is not common among workers in this
field.

A case of a woman in charge of the packing
of shampoos in polyvinyl chloride (PVC) tubes
is reported. She handled the tubes, which she
connected to a filling pump, without the use
of protective gloves, thus ensuring direct and
prolonged contact with the final product and
the PVC bags. When first seen in our depart-
ment, she reported that 10 months ago a der-
matitis started on the dorsa of both hands,
later spreading to the forearms, face and neck.
She was patch-tested with the standard series
and gave positive reactions to formaldehyde
and epoxy resin. Positivity to formaldehyde
was expected since it is frequently used as a
preservative in shampoos, but the source of
epoxy resin reaction was not traced immedia-
tely.

Calnan (1975) has said how difficult it often
is to explain positive reactions to €poxXy resins

in the female. Such cases may be better under-
stood when one recalls the widespread use of
the resin in household products.

A visit to the factory and the information
given by the manufacturer disclosed that epoxy
resin was employed as a plasticizer in the PVC
tubes. Additional data obtained from the same
source stated that diethylstilboestrol was not
part of the ingredients of any of the products
made by the factory; this ruled out the pos-
sibility of a cross-sensitization reaction to ep-
oxy resin. Fregert & Rorsman (1963) re-
ported a similar source of sensitization to ep-
oxy resin in individuals wearing PVC mack-
intoshes.
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Nickel vasculitis
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Ingestion of nickel is an important factor in
the chronicity of hand eczema in nickel-sensi-

tive patients. In retrospect, 1 consider that al-
lergic vasculitis may be another consequence
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