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A case of occupational asthma induced by latex in a hospital personnel
Byung Jae Lee, Yoon Keun Kim, Kyung Up Min, and You Young Kim

Department of Internal Medicine, Seoul National University College of Medicine, Institute of A lergy
and Clinical Immunology, Seoul National University Medical Research Center

IgE—mediated sensitization to natural rubber latex can induce immediate hypersensitivity re-
actions ranging from contact urticaria to life—threatening anaphylaxis. Recent reports suggest
that asthma is also relatively frequent manifestation of latex allergy. In this case report, latex
—induced asthma is described in an operating room nurse regularly exposed to latex gloves.
Her latex sensitivity was detected by skin prick testing. Specific bronchial provocation test with
latex extract showed an early asthmatic reaction. Her symptoms had been much improved after
avoidance. Occupational asthma induced by latex may be not uncommon among health—care

workers.

Key words : latex glove, asthma, occupational asthma
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oz AGY § AdAH(Fig 1). Fold 71 8A#
HAY 24417 Fo HEREY 7| BA LA RS
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Fig. 1. Specific broncho— provocation test result with

the latex extract. After inhalation of the latex
extract, the patient showed early asthmatic
reaction(FEV, fall = 20%) FEV,: forced ex-
piratory volume in 1 second, FVC: forced
vital capacity

Table 1. Skin prick test with the latex extract
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