
Response of urticaria pigmentosa to cladribine in a patient
with systemic mastocytosis

A 60-year-old man who had urticaria pigmentosa for 20 years,

presented with a pathological fracture of the right humeral

head. He was found to have systemic mastocytosis with a KIT

D816V mutation. Treatment was initiated because of the devel-

opment of severe osteoporosis noted particularly in the heads

of both humeri and femurs and associated bone pain. Pegylated

interferon alpha-2a, imatinib and zoledronic acid resulted in

no subjective clinical improvement. Six courses of cladribine

given for 5 consecutive days every month, however, lessened

bone pain and resulted in a marked reduction in the extent and

intensity of the skin lesions as can be seen in the pictures taken

before (left panels) and after (right panels) this therapy.
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