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A CASE OF OCCUPATIONAL ASTHMA CAUSED BY INHALATION OF THE
SAWDUST OF “NARA” (PTEROCARPUS INDICUS WILLD)
WHICH IS IMPORTED FROM THE PHILIPINES
INTO JAPAN

Takao Tochigi, Tsugio Nakazawa, Shinichi Tomioka, Akira Yokoyama,
Ryuzo Fueki and Setsuo Kabayashi
1st Department of Internal Medicine, School of Medicine, Gunma University

A 60-year-old man, a wood worker, had noticed nasal discharge, sneezing and dyspnea with stridor for 5 years
every time after he had handled the wood “Nara” (Pterocarpus indicus Willd), which is imported from the Phillipines
into Japan.

He visited our hospital to have his allergic status determined. Antigen extraction was performed from the sawdust
of “Nara” by dextrose phenol method. Using this antigen, intracutaneous and Prausnitz-Kiistner test showed im-
mediate wheal and flare reactions.

RAST value of the patient’s serum was extremely high, and the value was markedly lowered by preincubation of
the serum with uncoupled original antigen.

Precipitating antibody detected by Ouchterlony’s agar gel diffusion was not found in his serum.

Provocative inhalation test with the antigen showed typical asthmatic attack of immediate type.

These results suggest that this case might be occupational allergic bronchial asthma belonging to Type I allergy.
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