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Of note, nickel sensitivity has been documented in

infants as young as 6 months.2 Denmark currently has the

lowest rate of nickel sensitivity (8.1%) owing to the fact

that it has regulated nickel concentrations in consumer

goods since 1992.5 A recent Danish study demonstrated

that, since regulations were instituted, younger age groups

(up to 20 years) have shown the greatest decrease in rates

of nickel sensitivity, whereas the prevalence has remained

relatively stable in adults.6 This suggests that children may

benefit the most from regulation of nickel exposure.6

Pearl

We call attention to children’s toys as alternate potential

sources of exposure to nickel in an effort to maximize any

opportunity to reduce early exposure and thus prevent

cutaneous reactions to an allergen that is difficult to avoid.
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Figure 1. A plush musical giraffe toy with a metal knob found to

Figure 2. A snap on a child’s toy purse was found to contain nickel by
dimethylglyoxime testing.
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