EM]

Downloaded from emj.bmj.com on 2 June 2009

Beware the tree of heaven! (Ailanthus altissima)
R Whiticar and C Harvey

Emerg. Med. J. 2009;26;451
doi:10.1136/em;.2008.064808

Updated information and services can be found at:
http://femj.bmj.com/cgi/content/full/26/6/451

References

Rapid responses

Email alerting
service

These include:

This article cites 2 articles, 1 of which can be accessed free at:
http://emj.bmj.com/cgi/content/full/26/6/451#BIBL

You can respond to this article at:
http://femj.bmj.com/cgi/eletter-submit/26/6/451

Receive free email alerts when new articles cite this article - sign up in the box at
the top right corner of the article

Topic collections

Articles on similar topics can be found in the following collections

cardiomyopathy (266 articles)
Drugs: cardiovascular system (9788 amcles)
Dermatology (2204 al’tIC|ES)

Notes

To order reprints of this article go to:
http://journals.bmj.com/cgi/reprintform

To subscribe to Emergency Medicine Journal go to:
http://journals.bmj.com/subscriptions/


http://emj.bmj.com/cgi/content/full/26/6/451
http://emj.bmj.com/cgi/content/full/26/6/451#BIBL
http://emj.bmj.com/cgi/eletter-submit/26/6/451
http://emj.bmj.com/cgi/collection/cardiomyopathy
http://emj.bmj.com/cgi/collection/drugs_cardiovascular_system
http://emj.bmj.com/cgi/collection/dermatology
http://journals.bmj.com/cgi/reprintform
http://journals.bmj.com/subscriptions/
http://emj.bmj.com

Downloaded from emj.bmj.com on 2 June 2009

Prehospital care

12. Mason S, Knowles E, Freeman J, et al. Safety of paramedics with extended skills.
Acad Emerg Med 2008;15:607-12.

13.  Goodacre S, Dixon S. Is a chest pain observation unit likely to be cost-effective at
my hospital? Extrapolation of data from a randomised controlled trial. Emerg Med J
2005;22:418-22.

14, Turnerd, Nicholl J, Webber L, etal. Arandomised controlled trial of prehospital intravenous
fluid replacement therapy in serious trauma. Health Technol Assess 2000;4:(31).

15. Nicholl J, Hughes S, Dixon S, et al. The costs and benefits of paramedic skills in pre-
hospital trauma care. Health Technol Assess 1998;2:(17).

16.  Turner J, Snooks H, Youren A, et al. The costs and benefits of managing some low
priority 999 ambulance calls by NHS direct nurse advisers. London: National
Coordination Centre for Service Delivery and Organisation, 2006.

17.  Briggs AH, O'Brien BJ. The death of cost-minimisation analysis? Health Econ
2001;10:179-84.

Images in emergency medicine

Beware the tree of heaven! (Ailanthus
altissima)

A 32-year-old tree surgeon presented to the emergency
department with an 8-day history of a skin rash, which
developed after he was exposed to the sap of the ‘“tree of
heaven” at work.

On examination he had a well-demarcated, urticarial,
erythematous rash with multiple excoriations on both his
forearms (see fig 1). He was discharged home on piriton, with a
likely diagnosis of contact dermatitis, after discussion with the
National Poisons Centre.

He then re-presented within 48 h with spreading of the rash
to his genitals, lower abdomen and thighs. He remained
systemically well. He was referred to the dermatologists who
treated him with a reducing regime of steroids, fusidic cream
and dermovate, and the rash resolved within 30 days.

The tree of heaven was brought to Britain from its native China
in 1751, and is rapidly spreading throughout the UK (see fig 2.)

A recent case report describes how a patient presented with
myocarditis after being exposed to the sap through ruptured
blisters on his skin.'

There is only one other documented case of contact
dermatitis after exposure to the sap, and in that case the
patient’s rash was also successfully treated with topical steroids
and antihistamines.’

Figure 1 Rash present on patient’s forearms on initial presentation to
the emergency department.
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Figure 2 Tree of heaven (Ailanthus altissima)
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