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Abbreviations: Hank’s BSS Hank's balanced
salt solution; RAST radioallergosorbent test;
PN protein nitrogen
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THE CORRELATION BETWEEN SEA-SQUIRT CRUDE AND PURIFIED
ANTIGENS AND HISTAMINE RELEASE IN
SEA-SQUIRT ASTHMA
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In vitro histamine release tests with four types of the sea-squirt antigens were performed in a patient with sea-
squirt asthma. These antigens were the crude antigen and the three purified types of antigens, D (molecular weight of
10,000), Gi-rep (110,000) and EiM (23,000). The results were as follows;

Maximal histamine release with crude antigen, purified D antigen and Gi-rep antigen was observed at con-
centrations of 20, 10? and 10%, respectively. The percent of histamine release after challenge with crude, D and Gi-rep
antigens decreased in proportion to the dilution of antigen. Maximal histamine release with EiM antigen was observed
at the concentration of 102, but the percent of histamine release was not different at concentrations of 10* and 10%, and
decreased in proportion to the dilution of antigen. It was shown that the histamine release with the four types of the
sea-squirt antigens was proportional to the concentration of these antigens.
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