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Fig. 1. The levels of IL-5 in the supernatants of
PBMC from Df-sensitive with asthmatics or with-
out IT following RIL
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Fig. 2. Changes in the levels of IL-5 in the super-
natants of PBMC before and after RI.
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THE INFLUENCE OF RUSH IMMUNOTHERAPY ON THE PRODUCTION OF
INTERLEUKIN-5 FROM MONONUCLEAR CELLS

Makoto Nagata, Masanori Shibasaki, Yoshio Sakamoto, Keiichiro Yamamoto and Yutaka Dohi
Second Department of Internal Medicine, Saitama Medical School

We investigated the influence of rush immunotherapy (RI) on the production of interleukin (IL)-5 from
peripheral blood mononuclear cells (PBMC) in asthmatics sensitive to Dermatophagoides farinae (Df). The levels of
IL-5 produced varied among the subjects, and these levels were not affected by the addition of Df, regardless of RI.
When IL5 levels were individually compared before and after RI, some cases demonstrated an apparent decrease in
production at 16 weeks after RI. It is considered that further study will be needed to confirm whether or not
immunotherapy can truly suppress the production of IL-5.
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