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To the Editor:

The study by Menzies et al (J Allergy Clin Immunol 1998;101:38-44) is seriously flawed in its 
failure to include non-IgE immune mechanisms as a possible cause of symptoms related to 
aeroantigens. By choosing to ignore immunopathology caused by immune complexes or 
cellular mechanisms, the study is incomplete and thereby misleading. The models for 
immune complex–induced illness are either the local Arthus reaction or serum sickness. The 
best single marker of such hypersensitivities is specific serum IgG, which is best measured 
by ELISA techniques.

The spores of Aspergillus/Penicillium and Alternaria species are quite different (3 µm vs 30 
µm), which determines how far they penetrate the breathing apparatus. Most Alternaria 
spores end up in the nose and posterior pharynx, whereas Aspergillus/Penicillium spores 
can penetrate to the alveoli. This causes differences in symptoms.

Vincent A. Marinkovich, MD
90 Middlefield Road, Suite 100
Menlo Park, CA 94025
1/8/93587

file:///D|/Adriano%20lavoro/LMW%20JACI/1998-102-878.htm30/10/2007 1.30.01

http://www.mosby.com/
http://journals.elsevierhealth.com/
http://www2.us.elsevierhealth.com/inst/serve?action=simple-search&id=ai
javascript:open_generic('/inst/serve?action=user-pref&pubcode=ai','Preferences','menubar=yes,scrollbars=yes,width=380,height=400,resizable=yes')
javascript:openwindow('/inst/serve?action=help&listtype=catlist&id=article&pubcode=ai')
http://www2.us.elsevierhealth.com/inst/serve?action=logout&id=ai
http://www2.us.elsevierhealth.com/inst/serve?action=searchDB&searchdbfor=home&id=ai
http://www2.us.elsevierhealth.com/inst/serve?action=searchDB&searchDBfor=iss&id=jai981025
http://www2.us.elsevierhealth.com/inst/serve?action=searchDB&searchdbfor=pub&id=ai
http://www2.us.elsevierhealth.com/inst/serve?ordertype=S&pubcode=ai
http://www2.us.elsevierhealth.com/inst/serve?web=/info/ai-info.html&id=ai
http://www2.us.elsevierhealth.com/inst/serve?action=searchDB&searchDBFor=home&id=ai
http://www2.us.elsevierhealth.com/inst/serve?action=searchDB&searchDBfor=art&artType=full&id=a93733&nav=full
http://www2.us.elsevierhealth.com/inst/serve?action=searchDB&searchDBfor=art&artType=letter&id=a93586&nav=full
http://www2.us.elsevierhealth.com/inst/serve?action=searchDB&searchDBfor=art&artType=letter&id=a93587&special=genrx
http://www2.us.elsevierhealth.com/inst/serve?action=searchDB&searchDBfor=art&artType=letter&id=a93587&special=omim

	Disco locale
	The Journal of Allergy and Clinical Immunology Online


