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may have some effects on complement which has properties of enzyme. It has been found that a small
amount of Compound 48/80 inhibit hemolytic activity of guinea-pig complement.

The mechanism of the anticomplementary activity of Compound 48/80 has been investigated by its
effect on the reaction of each component of guinea-pig complement mixed with Compound 48/80 to sen-
sitized sheep erythrocyte-complement intermediates. Compound 48/80 has been found to inhibit sele-
ctively interaction of C’4 with EAC’] cells. On the other hand, the interaction of guinea-pig or human
C’1 with EAC’4 cells has been enhanced by Compound 48/80. It is interested that Compound 48/80,
histamine liberater, has enhanced C’l activity. '

Evans Blue also has been found to inhibit hemolytic activity of complement and both of anticomple-
mentary activity have disappeared by mixing of Compound 48/80 and Evans Blue together. From these
results, it is suggested that Compound 48/80 and Evans Blue do not dinature components of complement
irreversibly.

Compound 48/80 has most inhibited passive cutaneous anaphylaxis (PCA) of guinea-pig produced
with rabbit antibody at combined injection of antibody with Compound 48/80 intradermally.

A Case of Bronchial Asthma Caused by Spore of Lentinus Edodes (Berk) Sing

Tadanori Kondo
First Department of Internal Medicine, School of Medicine, Gunma University
{Director: Prof. Dr. K. Shichijo)

Lentinus edodes (Berk) Sing is the most widely used edible mushroom in Japan. It is artificially
cultivated on the wood planted the mushroom mycelium in a frame made from vinyl.

A man aged 33, farmer, has started the mushroom cultivation since 1957. Seven years after he had
had a first attack of dyspnea with wheezing subsequent to sneezing and stuffing nose during his labor in
the frame.

Since then, his attack has repeated almost always by the labor in the frame. It developed mostly
within several hours after starting the job.

A number of allergic intracutane tests on the patient revealed positive reaction to the extract from
spore of the mushroom, and also to the candida, alternaria, house dust and fukusan- Nyo, urine from matured
silk worm larva.

Eye tests as well as Prausnitz-Kustner tests, however, only positively reacted with the spore of the
mushroom, but not with other above-mentioned allergens.

Provocative inhalation tests also indicated that the spore was sole offending allergen to the patient.

His chest X-ray revealed no abnormality.

Hyposensitization therapy using the spore extract obtained excellent result so far.

These findings indicate that the kind of bronchial asthma is obviously different from “Mushroom
worker’s Lung” proposed by A. Sakula (1967), but a new kind of allergic asthma so far as I know.
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