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Fig. 1. Clinical course of case 1 and case 2.

Table 1 The results of MAST
[ case 10 13 years 5 months old[J

Dermatophagoides farinae, house dust, cat dander, dog dander,
timothy grass, sweet-vernal-grass, ragweed, wormwood,
Japanese cedar, Penicillium, Cladosporium, Candida, Alternaria,
Aspergillus, wheat, soy bean, rice, tuna, salmon, prawn, crab,
cheddar cheese, milk, beef, chicken, egg whité] all negativel
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Table 2 The results of allergological examination
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Sister case 10 Brother case 20 MotherO case 30
Allergen 14 years 13 years 41 years
3 months old 4 months old 11 months old
Dermatophagoides pteronyssinus 0 0 0
House dust Y 0 0 0
Blattela germanica 5 0 30 7.6UA/mIO 40 18UA/mI0 30 6.3UA/mIO
Hamster dander 2 F 0 0 0
Cat dander 0 0 0
Wormwood H 0 0 0
Candida 0 nd. nd.
Alternaria ” 0 0 0
Bombyx mori 00 n.d. 40 18UA/mIO 10 0.54UA/mIO
Chironomus yoshimatsui &0 nd. 30 5.0UA/mIO 0
Sweet-vernal-grass © nd. 20 221U/mi0O 0
Orchard grass Y nd. 20 201U/ml0 0
Golden-rod U nd. 10 0471U/mlI0O 0
Japanese cedar U nd. 10 0.631U/mIO 0
Ragweed Y n.d. 0 0
Total IgED IU/mIO 224 296 46

n.d.00 not done. U0 Allergen-specific IgE antibodies were measured by LUMIWARD immunoassay system.
000 Allergen-specific IgE antibodies were measured by Pharmacia CAP system] CAP-RASTL
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MOTHER AND TWO SIBLINGS WITH COCKROACH ASTHMA

Taku Oishil™® Yutaka Morisawa?" Hiroshi Yasueda®” Kazuo Akiyama3tand Hiroshi Wakiguchi?”
1Department of Pediatrics, Ooida Hospital
2'Department of Pediatrics, Program of Bio-signaling and Infection Control,
Kochi Medical School, Kochi University
3Research Center for Reumato-Allergology, National Sagamihara Hospital

We report 2 siblings, an 11 year-old girl and a 10 year-old boy, with cockroach asthma who developed the
symptoms in May and October, 1999, respectively. Both children were considered as psychogenic asthma be-
cause of poor familial environment and late onset. Their mother also had asthmatic attacks since September,
2001. It became clear in the detailed clinical history that their rooms had not been cleaned up at all for a long
period, and a lot of cockroaches had lived in the house. A significantly high titer of cockroach specific IgE-
antibodyd CAP-RAST[ was detected in all three patients, and cockroach was considered as the main allergen
of asthma in these patients. Although many cases with cockroach allergy including asthma have been re-
ported in United States, it has not been recognized well in Japan yet. We would like to emphasize that cock-
roach should be kept in one’' s mind as an important allergen of asthma.




