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CHANGES IN BASOPHIL REACTIVITY DURING IMMUNOTHERAPY
WITH HOUSE DUST
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Yoshinori Goda, Yoshihide Sasaki, Shinya Tada,
Kiyoshi Takahashi and Ikuro Kimura
2nd Department of Internal Medicine, Okayama Universily Medical School
(*Department of Internal Medicine, Okayama University Medical School, Misasa Medical Branch)

Percentage of basophils reactive to house dust and anti-IgE, histamine release from basophils, and total IgE
together with specific IgE in serum were examined in sixteen asthmatic patients during immunotherapy with house
dust.

1) Morphological changes in basophils (to reactive basophils} induced by house dust were significantly decreased
after one year of immunotherapy. Release of histamine from basophils induced by house dust decreased compared to
the value of pre- immunotherapy, but it was not statistically significant.

2) Percentage of basophils reactive to anti-IgE was significantly reduced after one year of immunotherapy.

3) Immunotherapy resulted in no significant decrease in the level of total serum IgE. On the other hand, the
levels of specific IgE antibody were slightly reduced during immunotherapy. There was no correlation between the
reduction in basophil reactivity and the reduction in the level of specific IgE antibody.
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