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To the Editor:

Ogawa et al' describe 2 additional basidiomycetous fungi that
we omitted from our review of fungal sensitivity and allergic
lower respiratory tract diseases.”> We thank Professor Ogawa
and colleagues for bringing this to our attention. Basidiomycetous
fungi have been implicated in respiratory allergy including
asthma and allergic bronchopulmonary mycosis. Ogawa et al’
reported IgE sensitivity to Schizophyllum commune associated
with the severity of asthma. In addition, Kamei et al* reported
the case of a 57-year-old Japanese woman who developed allergic
bronchopulmonary mycosis caused by § commune. Ogawa et al’
also reported IgE sensitivity to Bjerkandera adjusta as a possible
cause of chronic cough. In studies examining IgE sensitivity to
basidiomycetous fungi, investigators have developed their own
reagents for allergy skin testing and in vitro specific allergen
IgE testing. Undoubtedly, IgE sensitivity to basidiomycetous
fungi is associated with respiratory allergic disorders. However,
the systematic evaluation of IgE sensitivity is hampered by the
lack of standardized commercial extracts. Future studies would
be greatly enhanced if commercially available extracts were
available.
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