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Abstract.  The 5’ flanking region (1.2 kb) and the first exon and intron (1.5 kb) of the human αS1-
casein (CSN1) gene, and the 5’ flanking sequence (2.0 kb) of the human β-casein (CSN2) gene were
cloned and sequenced.  Strong sequence homology was observed between the 5’ flanking regions of
the casein genes of humans and other mammals.  Several transcriptional regulatory elements (GRE,
C/EBP, YY1, STAT5) identified in the rat β-casein gene were conserved in both human casein
genes.
Key words: Milk protein genes, Yeast artificial chromosome, Bubble-vector PCR, Sequence homol-
ogy, Promoter.
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aseins are the major components of mammali-
an milk and are the primary source of amino

(YAC) clones containing the entire human casein
gene family and found that the casein genes ap-
pear to be clustered within 300 kb [8].  The casein
gene family was localized to chromosome 4q21.1
by fluorescence in situ hybridization analysis.
Chromosomal fragmentation analysis of the human
casein genes indicated that distance between the
CSN1 and CSN2 genes is approximately 10 kb [8].

In order to characterize the 5’ flanking sequenc-
es of casein genes, we isolated, sequenced and
compared theses regions of the human CSN1 and
CSN2 genes with casein genes of other mammali-
an species.

Materials and Methods

PCR cloning and sequence strategy is illustrated
in Fig. 1.  YAC clone yhCEPH 748F3 [8, 9] (Re-
search Genetics, AL, USA) was used to isolate CSN1
and CSN2 genes in the present study.  The bubble-
vector PCR method was employed to isolate the 5’

C
acids, calcium and phosphate for the suckling in-
fant.  Caseins consist of so called calcium sensitive
caseins (αS1-, αS2-, β-) and κ-casein.  Calcium sen-
sitive caseins are phosphorylated and bind calcium
within micelles for delivery to the infant.  κ-Casein
is thought to stabilize these micelles.

The casein genes of several mammalian species
have already been cloned and sequenced [1].  The
promoters of these genes have been analyzed in
detail to study their tissue-, stage-, sex- and hor-
mone-specific expression [1–3].

The cDNA sequences of human αS1-, β- and κ-
casein have been reported [4–6].  No sequence data
of human αS1-casein (CSN1) gene is available.  The
human β-casein (CSN2) gene has been isolated, but
its 5’ flanking sequence was not included [7].  Re-
cently, we isolated five yeast artificial chromosome
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flanking regions of the CSN1 and CSN2 genes [10]
by using αS1-12 and αS1-10 as primers for the CSN1
gene, and CSN2EX1B and βCA-6 as primers for
the CSN2 gene.  The nucleotide sequences of PCR
primers are listed in Table 1.  The locations and
orientations of primers are indicated in Fig. 1.  The
DNA of yhCEPH 748F3 was digested with PvuII,
and vectorette was ligated [10].  The ligated prod-
ucts were amplified by PCR using primers, G and
αS1-10 for the CSN1 gene, and G and CSN2EX1B
for the CSN2 gene (Table 1 and Fig. 1).  The PCR
products were further amplified through nested
primers, H and αS1-12 for the CSN1 gene, and H

and βCA-6 for the CSN2 gene.  The sizes of the
amplified products representing the 5’ flanking re-
gions were 1.2 kb for the CSN1 gene and 2.0 kb for
the CSN2 gene.  In addition, the first exon to the
second exon (1.5 kb) of the human CSN1 gene was
amplified by the PCR method using the primer
pair αS1-1 and αS1-2, that were designed from exon
1 and 2, respectively, by comparisons with human
CSN1 cDNA and the bovine CSN1 gene [4,11].
These PCR products were ligated to pT7Blue
(Novagen, WI, USA).  The cloned fragments were
digested with RsaI or HaeIII, subcloned to pBlue-
script (Stratagene, CA, USA) and sequenced using
an ABI 373 DNA sequencer (Perkin Elemer, CT,
USA).

Results and Discussion

The nucleotide sequences of the human CSN1
and CSN2 genes were shown in Figs. 2 and 3, re-
spectively.  The potential transcription start site of
the human CSN1 gene was determined from that
of the bovine CSN1 gene [11].  Typical TATA box-
es were located at positions -33 and -30 upstream
of the transcription start sites of the human CSN1

Fig. 1. Cloning and sequencing strategy of the 5’ flanking regions of CSN1 (A) and CSN2 (B) genes.  The boxes represent
exons.  PCR primers(short arrows) used for cloning of  casein gene fragments are shown.  H, HaeIII; P, PvuII;
R, RsaI; S, SphI.

Table 1. Oligonucleotide sequences of PCR primers

Primer Sequences

αS1–1 TCAACACAACTTGCTTCTCT
αS1–2 AGGCCTGGCAAGAGCAACAG
αS1–10 CTGTATGTAAACGCAGTACC
αS1–12 AGCCCAAGTCTGGAGAGAAG
βCA-6 AAGCTACTTTGAAATACATGG
CSN2EX1B CTACGTTCCTTCTATAAGCTC
G TCGCTAAGAGCATGCTTGCCAATGCTAAGC
H CCTCTCCTGTCGCTAAGAGCATGCTTGCCA

The locations and orientations of primers are indicated in
Fig. 1.
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and CSN2 genes, respectively.  The human CSN1
gene had a short exon 1, which had an untranslat-
ed region, and a 1.5 kb intron 1 followed by exon
2, which had an initial Met codon.  These nucle-
otide structures were the same as the CSN1 genes
of other mammalian species.  The exon-intron
boundary of the human CSN1 gene followed the
GT/AG rule and was highly homologous with the
consensus sequences [12].

Human CSN1 and CSN2 genes sequences char-
acterized in this study show high homology with

those of other mammalian species, including cattle
[11, 13], goats [14], mice [15], rabbits [16, 17], rats
[18, 19] and sheep [20] and possess 60–71% and
64–73% homology with those of other mammalian
species.  Furthermore, the nucleotide sequences of
the regions between positions -200 and -1 of hu-
man CSN1 and CSN2 genes are highly conserved
with those of other mammalian casein genes.  This
region of the human CSN1 gene shows over 80%
homology with those of rabbit and bovine CSN1
genes.  The same region of the human CSN2 gene

Fig. 2. Nucleotide sequence of the 5’ flanking region and the first exon and intron
of the human CSN1 gene.  Exon sequences are shown in capital letters. The
deduced amino acid sequence is also shown.  A TATA box is underlined.
The putative transcription start site was assigned the number +1.  The
nucleotide sequence data will appear in the DDBJ, EMBL and Genbank
nucleotide sequence databases with the accession numberD85424.
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shows over 75% homology with those of cattle,
goat, rabbit, rat and sheep.  Nucleotide sequences
of further upstream region show less homology.

The region between position -154 and -81 of the
rat CSN2 gene has been reported as the binding
region for several transcription factors, including
glucocorticoid hormone responsive element (GRE),

CCAAT -enhancer binding protein (C/EBP), yin
yang 1 (YY1) and signal transducers and activa-
tors of transcription 5 (STAT5) [3].  This region is
considered to mediate hormonal and tissue-specif-
ic induction for the rat casein gene.  The 5’ flanking
regions of the casein genes of other mammalian
species were aligned with that of human CSN1 and

Fig. 3. Nucleotide  sequence of the 5’ flanking region of the human CSN2 gene.
Exon sequences are shown in capital letters.  A TATA box is underlined.
The putative transcription start site was assigned the number +1.  The
nucleotide sequence data will appear in the DDBJ, EMBL and Genbank
nucleotide sequence databases with the accession number D85380.

Fig. 4. Comparison of transcription factor binding region of casein genes among several mammalian species.  Dots
indicate nucleotides identical to the rat CSN2 gene sequence.  The nucleotide sequences of these genes are
aligned, and the nuclear protein binding sites identified are indicated above.
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CSN2 genes (Fig. 4).  The binding regions of GRE,
C/EBP, YY1 and STAT5 were conserved among
casein genes.  STAT5 is thought to be crucial for
prolactin regulation of rat CSN2 gene expression
[21], while a zinc-finger transcription factor, yin
yang 1 (YY1), acts as a repressor in casein gene
expression [22].  CCAAT enhancer-binding proteins
(C/EBPs) are members of a family of heat-stable
transcription factors that contain a leucine zipper
motif [23].  Interaction between the glucocorticoid
receptor and C/EBP is thought to facilitate disso-
ciation of YY1, thereby enabling the binding of
prolactin-activated STAT5 [3].

In the bovine CSN2 gene, another transcription
motif, bce1, is located in an upstream region be-
tween -1562 and -1613 and has been reported to
mediate both hormonal and cell-substratum regu-
lation on bovine CSN2 gene expression [24].

The region between -3442 and -3385 in the rab-
bit CSN1 gene has been reported to be responsible
for prolactin induction of reporter genes [25].

The distal 5’ flanking region of the bovine and
rabbit gene also seems to contain the STAT5, C/

EBP and GRE binding sites.  We did not find clear
homology of the distal transcription factor binding
regions in the 5’ flanking region of the CSN1 and
CSN2 genes.  These distal elements may be located
further upstream of the human CSN1 and CSN2
gene sequenced in the present studies.

The possible cis-acting elements were identified
in the 5’ flanking regions of the human CSN1 and
CSN2 genes in the present study.  Although that
transcription factors such as YY1 and STAT5 po-
tentially bind to the promoters of the human casein
genes and regulate gene expression in the same
fashion as the rat gene, the function of these ele-
ments in the regulation of transcriptions needs to
be confirmed experimentally.
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