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A t\tul of -ì6 patient.s with a.sthma atttlf or rhinitis were evuluatedfor the pretence t'f

uller.qv .tkin .;en.sitit,it"r ,ri *llnr'lin p,tllen in Brttzil (eustern antl ,trtulhern.,regions) Only
'ii,,r)rliutirrt, 

:;h,tweJ nrild intrutlirmul .ykin le.t! reat'tiont to Acatitt pollen extract
t 
ti',,,ííi'ii , ),,,11.-ii,'rpii, being lurgelv. divtrihutetl in those regiotrs' At'ucia pollen it

rutt art intp.rtunt ullergeir inv,t\ve1'ih ihe pathogenesis ttf're'spiralorv atop.v in Br4:il'

lntroduction

ResptnnroRY ALLERGY in  Braz i l  i s  commonly

; ; t . J  by  inha la t ion  o f  house dus t  and mi te  an t igcn .s '

iu ueri fy the inci<Jence of posit ive skin tests, to Acacla

no l len ,  a  t re€  conn lon ly  fo t rnd  in  ts ruz i l '  the  present

I tu . l v  *a ,  con t l t rc ted  i t t  tw t r  t J i f lè ren t  Bra l l l l an  c l t l cs '

; i ; ;à- ;"; ;  in thc east and curi t iba in the s'uth .1.

;À; ; t ; i ty To .t tr  knowledgc no srtch strrdy has been

ntatlc prt:viouslY.

Nlatcrial and Methods

A to ta l  o f  36  pa t ien ts  was eva l t ra ted :  20  pa t ien ts  in  R io

cie Janeirt t  onà l t ' t  patients in Curit iba' Al l  pattents

"tt . i" f . . f  
pr ivatc al leigy cl inics because of 'asthnra and/

or  rh in i t i s .- l ' he  popu lu t i t ln  seen in  R io  t le  Jane i ro  had thc  l ì r l low-

i n g . ; , , t r " l , . r i s t i c . :  l ( l f e n r a l c s  a n t l  l t t  n t r l c s '  a g c t  r a n g i n g

l i ínr two to 66 years with a nlean ol '25 7 years' alì  we rc

Caucasians. Thirteen patients presentecl with perennial

ì f ì- ì" i .  trr i" i t is '  lU wìth extr insic asthnra' one with a

ni,*.1 , tp. tr f  r isthnra antl  rhinit is '  l ive with vas()nlotor

,À ìn i t i r , ' àne  w i th  in t r ins ic  as thma '  e igh t .w i th  a l le rg tc

"r.rni. tn.t iui t i t  
antl  lbur with atopic dermatit is '

The populat ion secn in Curit iba had the fol lowing

.t oro.tàri l t i .s: nine females and seven males' their ages

rrtni"t  t iom sevcn to 33 years with a mean of l8'4 years;

;; ; ; : ;  al l  cou.asi,rns' I" i l teen patients presented with

;;rÉ""ì"1 al lergic rhinit is, one with seasonal al lergic

ir, i" i t i r .  I  I  wit"h cxtr insic asthma and two with atoptc

dermatit is.
Al l  natrents were tested intradermally with Acacla

noi i .n ! '* i tu.t  (1.0()0 PNU/ml. Greer l 'aboratories' Le-

Th;;;"r"ú" was conductcri  at Drs. (ìe l ler 's and RasariQ's private cl inics.

re rpec t i uc l y .  i n  R io  dc  Ja le i r o  and  (  u r r t i ba  B raz i l

I 8 0

no i r ,  Nor th  Caro l ina) ,  w i th  house dus t  cx t rac t  (  l :  l0  w/v '

Cre". Loburatories. Lenoir,  North Carol ina) and with

tlrrr"o,opnugttitles farinae ( l:2'00t) w'lv' I{ollister-Stier

Labora tor ies ,  Spokane,  Wash ing ton) '

Results
Ol ' the  2(J  pa t ien ts  seen in  R io  de  Jane i ro '  on ly  th rce

showed pc,si i iue skin tests to Acacia pol len' Al l  hatl

n " r .nn iu i  a l le rÈ ie  rh in i t i s  and two had er t r ins ic  as th r t la '

i r . , r , re  . l c rmat iús  an . l  a l le rg ie  r : t rn ju t rc t tv i t i s  l t i l i ccn  pa-

t i . t- i t t  nuU posit ive skin testJto house t lust antl  l '1 patients

hatl  p.rsi t ive skin tests to mites. In only one. patient was

there no direct correlat ion between the posit ive or neg-

ative results ol 'skin tests tr: l  both dust and mite ;r l lergens'

Of  the  16  pa t ien ts  seen in  C 'u r i t iba '  on ly .  one had

r;osit ive skin iest to Aeacia pt ' l len Shc lrrd. extr lnslc

ls rhma,  perenn ia l  a l le rg ic  rh in i t i s  nn l  x t l rp ic .dermat r t l s '

Fif ìecn patients had pitsi t ive sLirt  tests trt  htrth hortse

tlusr ani to mites. The correlat ion between thenr was

cxce l l cn t .
T'he single Patient with grass hay lèver did not dent-

onstrate sÈin iensit ivi ty to Acacia pol len'

I) iscussion
There are a number of variet ies of Acacia' qutte

abundant along the eastern and southern states of Brazi l '

; i l ; t  cult ivaéd as ornamentals'  They are insect-pol l i -

nated trees but eventual ly may shed iarge irmounts of

airborne pol len. ln a tropical- cl imate wherc dif ferent

seasons a ie  no t  d is t inc t ,  some p lan ts  po l l tna te  Perenn l -

"t ty. '  
t tr . i t  l requcnt proximity t tr .  homes m1y accoynl

foi occasional cases 
-of 

pol l inosis'  A recent revlew

po in te t i  ou t  the  impor tance o [  Aeac ia  sPccres  as  an

inc i tan t  o f '  Po l l inos is . '- 
e g.oup 

'of 
patients fiom diflèrent pafs of the country
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with. respiratory al lergy was exarnined lbr Acacia pol len
sensit ivi ty. Four patients ( l l . la/o) showed weak responses
to intradermal tests. When compared to house dtist ancl
mites this sensit ivi ty indicated no cl inical imporrance,
regardless the al lergenicity of Acacia pol len exiract.
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.  
" .  .  .  I f  I  am right i t  wi l l  be a slow business for our people to re.ch rat ional

views, assuming that we are al lowed ro work peaceibly to that erìd. But as
I  g row o lder  I  g row ca lm.  l f ' l  l èe l  whut  a rc  pe  ihapt  an  t r l t l  mun 's  apprehen-
sions, lhat conrfsl i l fpn f ' r tr6 pg11, r i ìce\ wi l l  cut. l 'eeper than wr.rrki irg men's
d isputes  anc l  w i l l  les t  whether  wr  c . r  h lng  t .ge thc i  an tJ  can ng l r .  i t  t  tèar
that we are running through the world's re*.r, , ìces at a pace thaì we cannot
keep: I  do not lose my hopes. I  do not pin by clreams ibr the fut 're to nry
country or _even to my 1u...  I  think i t  probable that civi l izat ion s(rmehow
wil l  last as long a.s I  care to look ahead I perhaps with smaller numbers, but
perhaps also bled to greatness and splendor by science. .  .  ."

Oliver Wen<iel l  l lolnres. . l r .
( I ' rom u lulk to the Hurvurd Law Sthool
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