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A case of anaphylaxis induced by aprotinin during cardiac surgery
Junghyun Shin, You Sook Cho, Jaechon Lee, Yun Jeong Lim, Eunyoung Lee, Mikyoung Lim,
Yong Sun Ju, Bin Yoo, and Hee-Bom Moon
Division of Allergy and Rheumatology, Department of Medicine, Asan Medical Center,
University of Ulsan College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

Aprotinin is an antifibrinolytic agent used to reduce the risk of postoperative bleeding compli-
cations in cardiac and vascular surgery. Although there have been many reports of serious ana-
phylactic reaction to this agent, this is the first one in Korea. We experienced severe anaphylac-
tic shock in a 5-year-old patient after intravenous administration of aprotinin during repeated

open heart surgery, which required cardiopulmonary resuscitation. Twenty-two days before the
anaphylactic shock, she had been locally exposed to aprotinin during surgery. The skin prick

test was positive to aprotinin.
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Fig. 1. Skin prick test showing positive reactions to
aprotinin
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