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QOL quality of lifed WTP  willingness to pay
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Fig. 1. Changes in pollen counts and economic indexes from 1997 to 2003.

Table 10 Patient characteristics

Year 1998 2003 p-value

Number of Patients 175 645
Sex Male/Female 67/108 252/393 0.992
AgelyrQd mean+ SD 450+ 127 420+ 124 0.006

15-30 27 118
31-50 87 354 0.012

51-74 61 173

Employment status Company employee 61 232

Public employee 14 36

Self-employed 12 56
Part-time employee 13 117 0.006

Housewife 43 121

Student 6 31

Other 19 43

Duration of disease] yr(J <1 8 28
2-3 19 88 0.008

4-5 17 126

6< 123 385

Nasal symptom severity None 020 6
Mild 71 160 0 0.001

Moderate 66 161

Severe 35 309
Comorbid conditions Absent 127 546 0 0.001

Present 48 99

U Nasal symptom severity in 1998 was assessd in March(I pollination seasonl]
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Wilcoxon-Mann Whitney testd p(0 0.093

1998 35
0 Non-pollination seasonC|0

2003
0 Pollination season(] [ 121
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Fig. 2. Comparison of WTP for prevention and cure from Japanese cedar pollino-

sis between 1998 and 2003.

Table 20 Influence of differences in patient charac-
teristics upon WTP

Factor Extended Mantel Haenszel

test p-value
Age 0.099 ns.
Employment status 0.032

0.140 ns.
0.070 ns.
0.113 ns.

Disease duration
Nasal symptom severity
Comorbid conditions
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Fig. 3. Comparison of WTP between part-time employees and housewives.
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WILLINGNESS TO PAY FOR JAPANESE CEDAR POLLINOSISO
COMPARISON BETWEEN POLLINATION AND NON-POLLINATION SEASONS

Chieko Kakutanit® Satoshi Ogino!™ Morihiro Irifune2X Hiroshi Kikumori®® Ritsu Seo*d
Mariko Takeda®” Akiko Tamaki®" Kenji Baba™ Yoshihiro Dake®" Hiroki Ikeda®”and Tadao Enomoto®”
105chool of Allied Health Sciences, Faculty of Medicine, Osaka University, 2drifune ENT Clinic,
3tKikumori ENT Clinic, 4%Seo ENT Clinic, ™Nibu ENT Clinic, 5"Tamaki ENT Clinic,
"CBaba ENT Clinic, 8Department of Otolaryngology, Japanese Red Cross Society Wakayama Medical Center

Allergic rhinitis is not fatal illness, but its high prevalence and several symptoms result in substantial
medical cost. There is increasing interest in the use of economic evaluations in healthcare therefore, we in-
vestigated patients’ willingness to payld WTPU for prevention and cure from Japanese cedar pollinosisd JCP[]
and compared WTP values assessed in non-pollination seasonJ June 19980 and pollination seasonl February-
March 20030 Japanese economic woes got worse in 2003 than in 1998. Patients were randomly selected from
ENT clinical sites in Osaka, 175 and 645 patients completed WTP questionnaire in 1998 and 2003, respectively.
WTP value was lower in 2003 than in 1998, which related to part-time employees and housewives’ reducing
WTP. Declining WTP value did not associated with the differences in patient characteristics between 1998
and 2003 including age, duration of disease, nasal symptom severity and comorbid condition. These results
show that we have to take employment status into account in economic evaluations. Decline in WTP for JCP
in 2003 was strongly affected by Japanese sluggish economy, and the WTP seemed to be stable value in indi-
vidual patients.




