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Fig. 1. Access number to the Website and pollen counts of Japanese cedar and

Japanese cypress.
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Correlation with Ln O
O pollen countstl O

r0 p-valueld

PCO 0.3090 0.0030

CPO 0.3420 0.0010
Total 0.325 0.002
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Fig. 2. Correlation between the pollen counts and access number to the Website.
PCO Access by personal computer, CPO Access by cellular phone.

Table 2 Respondents to the website characteristics

Category N %
Male 746 46.3
Sex Female 854 53.0
Unknown 12 0.7
0 10y 6 04
100 19Y 61 38
200 29y 312 194
30 0 39y 585 36.3
Agel YearQ
40 O 49y 386 24
50 O 59y 171 106
0 60y 87 54
Unknown 4 0.2
Hokkaido 9 0.6
Tohoku 53 33
Kanto 727 451
Toukai 219 136
Area Hokuriku 20 12
Kinki 309 192
Shikoku 101 6.3
Chugoku
Kyushu 89 55
Unknown 85 53
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Fig. 3. Correlation between age of patients and date of consultation.
Patients under 40 y.o. showed a tendency to consult after onset of symptoms, on the
other hand, ones over 40 y.o. before onset of symptoms of pollinosis.
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Fig. 4. Correlation between area of patients and
date of consultation.

Patients lived in east Japan had a tendency to con-
sult before the onset of symptoms and lived in west
Japan after onset of symptoms.
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INVESTIGATION OF TRENDS IN PATIENTS WITH POLLINOSIS BY USING WEB SITE AND
THE CORRELATION ACCESS NUMBER AND JAPANESE CEDAR POLLEN COUNTS

Nanae Ikeda, Aya Monden and Satoshi Ogino
Graduate School of Allied Health Science, Faculty of Medicine, Osaka University

Background Recently the number of patient with Japanese cedar pollinosis is increasing. We think many
patients are not consulted by a doctor, therefore the questionnaire survey only at hospitals is not enough to
know patient’ s trend. In this study, we examined the trend of patients with pollinosis by the use of a web site.
Methods For this examination, questionnaire on web site was used from February 1 to April 30,2003. In this
time, the correlation between the pollen counts and access number, how to collect information of pollinosis
and the presence of early treatment were focused.

ResultsO The access number to the web site was 348,045 and 1,612 patients answered the questionnaire.
There was a good correlation between Japanese cedar pollen counts and the access number to the web site.
Most patient§] 61.200 Ccollected information about pollinosis and pollen counts by television/radio as well as in-
ternet. Patients under 40 years had a medical consultation after the onset symptoms of pollinosis, on the other
hand patients over 40 years had a medical consultation before the onset symptoms of pollinosis. Patients who
lived in east Japan had a medical consultation before the onset of pollinosis and lived in west Japan after hav-
ing symptoms.

ConclusionO It concluded that age and area of patients influenced the patient’ s trends. Nowadays the
spread of internet is remarkable. Therefore, the reliable presentation of information of pollinosis through in-
ternet become more important.




