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CAUSE OF

(\

ò  fTXSIT IV ITY to  rhe  " t ree  o f  heaven"  i s
( \949)  c la ims to have seen one case onlv .
reuor t : ,  o f  two cases.

During this spring four cases were seen in Jerusalem. Since the number
of huy fever patients in our department is small ,  i t  is possible that tht
Ai lanthus plays a role of some imp,ortance in the Jerusalem area, and thc'
pol len should be used for routine test ing.

The tree has mult ipl ied very much in the last few decades. In his f irst re-
port on hay f ever in Palestine (I94L) ,  Gutmann did not mention thc
Ailanthus, but in his second report ( 1950) he states that the tree grows
rapidly and has become "very common here in recent years."

The pol len is insect- and wind-borne, and i t  was found in a pol len sur-
vey during the months of Apri l  and May in 1953.

CASE REPORTS

Case 1.-A houselvife, aged forty-seven, was referred to the skin cl inic with the
h is tory  tnat  she had suf iered for  four  years  f rom hay iever  dur ing the b iossoming
period of a certain tree, which grows very close to her window. When she moved
temporari ly to another part of Jerusalem the symptoms virtual ly disappeared, but
recurrecl lvhen she returned to her own f lat.

A scratch test rvi th the pol len el ici ted a 4* reaction.

Crlsc 2.--\  t \ \ 'enty- f  our-1, 'ear-old f  emale olhce lvorker reported to the ci inic
because of rhinit is and severe blepharo-conjunctivi t is, which coincided with the

blossoming peri,od of the "tree of heaven" which grows in abundance in the neighbor-
hood of her home as well  as of her off ice.

Scratch test ' ,vi th the pol len el ici ted a 4* reaction.

Case 3.-A thirty-three-year-old house painter suffered 'four years from hrl 'y
f ever during the blossoming peri 'od. Skin tests with grass pollen showed 4*. Af ter
the blossoming period (middle of NIay) he was well unti l this year, when his
symptoms continued after the grass poll ination season. Skin tests with Ailanthus
pollen showed 4*. He recovered after the end of the Ailanthus season.

Case 4.-L forty-three-year-old nurse has suffered two years from hay fever
during the months of May and early June. Testing with Ailanthus pollen causecl
a constitutional reaction.
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AILANTHUS GLANDULOSÀ POLLtT \ -TA S

In al l  the patients, test ing with pol len extract of the ol ive tree ( prepared

by Dr. Gutmann), which has approximately the same bl 'ossoming period,

was negative.
SUMMARY

Four cases of Ai lanthus giandulosa sensit ivi ty are described. The pol len

rvhich is insect- and wind-borne is found in the air.  Nlore attention should

be paid to this tree as a possible cause of hay fever.
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SOUTHWEST ALLERGY FORUM

Tire seventeent i t  an lua l  meet ing o f  t i re  Southrvest  A i iergy Ft . , ru in  rv i i i  be l ie i t l  a i

Hote l  Beaumont ,  Beaumont ,  
'Texas,  

Apr i l  1 -3 ,  1956.  The f i rs t  ar f ternoon 's  program

is irr t f ie form of a panel presentation on the changing picture oi pol l inosis in the

Southwest. \ l Ionday"s sessions lvi l l  be devoted to a number of papers o'f  general

in terest  c lea l ing wi th  such subjects  as corneal  u lcers  due to  a l lergy,  the bas ic  prob-

lems of  r l rug a l lerg1, ,  and gamma g lobul in  anc l  i ts  therapeut ic  va lue in  the asthmat ic

chi lcl .  Dr. Jonatfuan Forman of Columbus, Ol-r io, wi l l  be the luncheon speaker arncl

* . i l l  ac lc l ress the meet ing on "Work ing Class i f ica t ions o f  A l lerg ic  Disorders . "

I )ane l  c l iscuss ions or i  " In f  ec t ion in  Respi ra tory  A l lerg ic  Disease"  anc l  "Pe<l ia t r ic

Al lergy" occup)'  the program for ì Ionclay afternoon, the sessions being fol lolvecl 1-r l '

2r cocktai l  part l-  ancl bancluet. Histamine as an adjunct to al lergic mallagement,

recurrent eczem:ì. of the i-rancls oi female patients, al lergy management of denclr i t ic

uicer, al lergic clermatoses, rnsect al lerg) ' ,  ancl unusual ai lergies rvi l l  be disct lssed on

Tuesdal ' .  Suc6 s ide act iv i t ies  as go l f  and f ish ing have been ar r ; rnged,  anc l  there rv i l l

be a  spec ia l  prcgram for  the lad ies.
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