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Case Report

An I8-year-old woman, with post-chickenpox scars, de-
veloped itchy erythema and mild oedema over the scars
on her lace, following the application over them of red
sandalwood (Prerocarpus santalinus) paste for 2 months.
Patch testing with freshly prepared P. santalinus paste
gave a positive reaction on D2, which persisted to D4,
while a control with saline was negative. Her lesions sub-
sided following the use of a mild topical corticosteroid.
10 volunteers, tested with the same paste. developed no
reactions.

Comment
We concluded that the patient had developed allergic
contact dermatitis from the bark ol the tree Prerocarpus
santalinus, also known as red sandalwood or raktachan-
dana. This is ground to a paste. with water or honey.
and applied topically as a popular home remedy used in
southern India. especially Kerala. for post-acne and

other lacial scars. To our knowledge. contact dermatitis
from P. santalinus has not previously been reporied.
though it has been reported from the more traditional
sandalwood. Santalum album (1. 2),

The active principles in P. santalinus are santalin A
(9,10, 1 2-tri-o-methylsantalin) and santalin B (9,10,12.4'-
tetra-o-methylsantalin) (3), while those in S, album are
a-santalol and f-santalol (4).
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