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Short Communications

Sensitivity to salicylic acid
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Since wool alcohols arc not always available
in our Clinic, eucerine with 5 % salicylic acid
is sometimes included in the Standard Series of
patch tests, For control purposes, yellow soft
paraffin is used with 5 % salicylic acid, and
some posilive reaciions are obtained with it.
Five such cases are described below.

1. A man aged 35 vears reporied with a derma-
titis above the waist and involving the face, of
six months duration, For twelve years he had
been employed in concrete-laying and for the
last four months he had worked naked to the
waist. He was positive to chromium and to
salicylic acid. He mentioned that for several
months he had been using salicylic spirit after
shaving. After the onset of dermatitis he po-
ticed that salicylic spirit caused redness and
burning, but he continued to apply it in order
‘to burn out’ the dermatitis.

2. A woman aged 47 years had a stasis derma-
titis with two attacks of a secondary nature
spread over four years. She was positive to p-
phenylenediamine, baisam of Peru, chloram-
phenicol and salicylic acid. She was in the
habit of cleaning her face and hands from time
to time with salicylic spiril. She noticed that it
‘rritated” the skin, but she considered this as
‘healthy’.

3. A man aged 34, a white collar worker, was
affected for eight vears by a hand dermatitis
with a short episode of dorsal foot involvement.
He smokes and carries matches in his pocket.
He was positive to benzocaine, chromium and
salicylic acid. For many years he had used
salicylic spirit for occasional minor skin le-

sions (7 herpes and folliculitis), He had not
noticed any reactions after the application of
salicylic spirit.

4. A man aged 51, soffering for 35 years from
psoriasis, had not been treated for the last
nine vears, although at the timc of examination
he exhibited psoriasis inveterata on both el-
bows. He was tested because of changes which
had appeared a month earlier and had been
diagnosed by a general practilioner as eczema,
but which had pot been seen by a dermatolo-
gist. He was only positive to salicylic acid. He
recalled that in the last period of treatment for
psoriasis there occurred redness and itching
after everv application of 5 % unguentum sali-
cylicum.

5. A man aged 42 suffered from the age of six
months from atopic dermatitis with a typi-
cally severe course frequently involving the
face. He was positive to salicylic acid, lanolin
(without salicylic acid), parabens, neomycin
and tetracycline. He was intolerant of a num-
ber of topically applied drugs including all
Polish medicaments containing parabens. For
many vears he had used salicylic spirit after
shaving, but he had ceased to do so because
he noticed that it caused redness and itching.

Thus, in all five patients positive to salicylic
acid, contact with this substance was demon-
strated. In four cases the source of salicylic
acid was 2 % salicylic acid in spirit, and three
patients noticed that the use of this preparation
caused reactions. All the patients took aspirin,
but none of them found it to cause exacerba-
tions or relapses of dermatitis.
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