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Changing clinical patterns of Parthenium dermatitis
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We have seen 30 new patients with allergic contact der-
matitis from Parthenium hysterophorus between October
1993 and July 1996. All were men from 28 to 76 years
of age, with duration of dermatitis from 6 months to 14
years. 9 had dermatitis in a photo-pattern, of whom 4
had lesions only in sun-exposed areas, while 5 also had
minimal involvement of flexural and shaded areas. The
remaining 21 had features of airborne contact derma-
titis. Irrespective of clinical pattern, the majority com-
plained of photosensitivity. Of the 9 with predominant
photodistribution of lesions, 2 had no photosensitivity,
with 1 showing features of actinic reticuloid (1).

Comment

P. hysterophorus is known to cause airborne contact der-
matitis (2). In the past, we used only to see an airborne
pattern, with lesions in both sun-exposed and shaded
areas. Of late, we are seeing a changing trend in disease
presentation, with lesions predominantly or exclusively
in sun-exposed areas.

Contact allergy to Compositae can mimic photoderm-
atitis (3). However, photocontact sensitivity to Partheni-
um has so far been reported in only 1 case (4). We have
never been able to elicit a photopatch test response to
Parthenium. In 3 cases, we have observed a slightly
stronger response in the UVA-irradiated site compared
to the non-irradiated site, which we interpret as non-
specific.
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Case Reports

Case no. 1

A 55-year-old woman, with no family or personal his-
tory of atopy, had had a seasonal job in a plant improve-
ment firm for 6 years, working on pollination of Gerbera
and Primula species. In her 6th season, she developed
occupational eczema on the dorsal hands and volar fore-
arms. At first, she blamed an orange-coloured Gerbera
cultivar that had caused itching in previous seasons, but
later other cultivars also elicited symptoms. In addition,

she noticed occupational ocular redness and itching and
a stuffy nose.

She was patch tested in a dermatological clinic and
was positive to the orange-coloured Gerbera only. Later
that year, she was referred to our department and patch
tested with the standard series, 4 Gerbera cultivars (in-
cluding the orange-coloured one), Compositae mix 6%
pet., tomato oleoresin 1:10 w:v eth. and the pesticide
Lannate® 1% aq. Plant patch tests included both top
and underside of leaves, stalk and flowers, as is and with




This document is a scanned copy of a printed document. No warranty is given about
the accuracy of the copy. Users should refer to the original published version of the
material.



