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Ethylene glycol sensitivity

T. A. I. DawsoN

Craigavon Area Hospital, Craigavon, Northern Ireland

A 17-year-old male was referred with an ee-
zematous dermatitis, He was employed in a
factory  mapufacturing spectacles where he
operaled a machine which burnished glass len-
ses. During this process the ienses are bathed
in & fluid made up of ethylene glycol (one part)
and water (three parts). The patient had been
employed in the same position for one year
and the rash developed about four months
after starting the work. The dermatitis mainly
affected the fingers, dorsa of the hands, wrists
and forenrms. Some less conspicuous lesions
werg present on the dorsa of the feet,

Patch testing was carried out with ethylene
glycol 1 and 5 ¢ in water and 3 % in ethanol,
Water and ethanol control patches were also
applicd. A1 48 h a faint positive reaction was
noted with the 3 % solution in ethanol. At 72
h this result had become strongly positive with
erythema and swelling. All the other tests and
control patches were negative throughout.

After patch testing he was moved to a dif-
ferent department in the factory where he no
longer came into contact with ethylene glycol.

Six wecks later there was a marked improve-
ment in his condition,

Nine control subjects were fested with 3 55
cthylene glycol in ethanol and with ethanol
alone. In one subject a faint resction was pre-
sent with the 3 % solution at 48 f but this
had disappeared al 72 h.

A case was reported by Hindson & Rat-
cliffe (1975) who found that cthylene glycol
5 % in water produced a strong positive result
at 48 h. However, in view of the false ncgative
result on testing with 5 % in water and the
true positive result with 3 % in cthanol in the
present case, it appears that alcohol may be
a better vehicle than water for testing with
cthylene glycol.
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Contact dermatitis to one ingredient of Xerumenex ear drops

J.D. Boxiey anD R. P. R. Dawger

North Staffordshire Hospital Cenire, Stoke-on-Trent. Great Britain

A woman of 38 with no previous history of
otitis externa or other skin diseasc had used
Xerumenex® ear drops on one occasion only,

three weeks before presentation, in an attempt
Lo remove seme troublesome aural wax. Twelve
davs later, having suffered no ill effects, but
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