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ARRESTING LATEX
ALLERGY

Awareness is key to reducing
the rate of latex allergy develop-
ment, conclude researchers at
an international conference on
latex allergy.

The conference, held last
February in Amsterdam,
brought medical professionals
from around the world together
to discuss the lastest findings
on this potentially life-threaten-
ing sensitivity.

"The severity of this illness
grows with additional expo-
sure," explained Don Groce, an

analytical chemist for Best
Manufacturing, a company that
produces non-latex gloves.
"Without proper education in the
health care industry and among
the general public, millions of
people could develop the allergy
in the near term."

Researchers estimate that as
many as 17 percent ofhealth care
workers suffer allergic reactions
to latex, and evidence indicates
that the problem is increasing.
One Canadian researcher report-
ed that the prevalence of latex al-
lergy among nurses in his study
jumped from 2.9 percent in 1986
to 17 percent in 1994.

The conference closed with
recommendations that guide-
lines be developed for working
with products that contain latex,
that manufacturers explore
ways to reduce the latex in their
products and that work continue
to be done in establishing tests
to detect latex allergy. Until
more can be accomplished in
these areas, researchers recom-
mend that patients and health
care providers with sensitivity to
latex avoid contact with any
latex-containing product.

DON'T FORGET TO FLOSS

Johnson & Johnson's sales fig-
ures are a testament to the ac-
ceptance of floss by Americans.
In 1994 alone, the company sold
enough floss to circle the globe
more than 62 times. According
to a recent Nielsen report,
Americans bought 4,761,905
yards of dental floss in 1995. A
Johnson & Johnson survey
found that floss sits in the
medicine cabinets in nine out of
10 American homes. Seventy
percent of those surveyed agreed
that flossing is as important as
brushing for good oral care.

So why is it that more than 60
percent of U.S. consumers, by

their own admission, don't floss
regularly?
And what are they doing

with all that dental floss?
Johnson & Johnson found

that, because of the filament's
durability, people use dental
floss for a variety of tasks:
- tying flies for fishing;
- as a replacement for
shoelaces;
- restringing baseball gloves;
- cutting cheesecake (endorsed
by some cookbooks as the best
way to slice cheesecake);
- in place of string when flying
a kite.

In addition to being a helpful
household item, dental floss
also can come in handy when
you're away from home. In
West Virginia, one inmate wove
two 20-foot strands of floss into
a cord, which he used to scale
an 18-ft. wall. Although he en-
joyed a briefvacation, the fugi-
tive was returned to his cell
within a matter of weeks, and
prison authorities learned a
valuable lesson: never underes-
timate the value of dental floss.

NIDR AWARDS GRANTS

The National Institute of
Dental Research has awarded
four grants to support the study
of oral diseases and conditions
prevalent among minorities.

Thanks to funding from
NIDR, eight universities will
join forces to form four research
centers. The University ofNew
Jersey and the University of
Connecticut dental schools will
ally to form the Northeastem
Minority Oral Health Research
Center. New York University
dental school and the Forsyth
Dental Center will join forces in
the Northeast Regional Center
for Minority Oral Health. Other
alliances involve dental schools
at the University of California,
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