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An aspect of contact dermatitis in China

J. C, MITCHELL

Division of Dermatology, The University of British Columbia. Vancouver, H.C.. Canada

This report comes from Kwangchow, Chitia.
A total of 440 otit of 550 peasants (80 %) who
were engaged in gathering and transplaniing
rice (Oryza) had dermatitis of the hatids. less
commonly of the thighs and forearms. This
form of dermatitis occurred among the ordi-
nary people and peasants working in paddy
fields. Of 875 suhjects from a school who were
examined, 272 (31 %) were found to have
dermatitis. The forearms, upper arms, elbows
and neck were affected in this group. Patch
lests produced positive reactions to the scale

hairs of the tail of a rice insect Schoenobius
iticerteiltts. The symptoms disappeared after
stopping work in the fields and there was no
more contact with the female moth and its
eggs (Anon. 1974). It seems that dermatitis is
common in these groups of Chinese people and
that a relevant cause has been identified for
them.
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Occupational afiergic contact dermatitis from chioracetamide in glue

N. BANG PEDERSEN AND S. FKEGERT

Section of Occupational Dermatology, University Hospital,
S-221 85 Lund, Sweden

Two male patients, KS, 45 years old and PK,
52 years, were both house-painters. KS had a
hand dermatitis 15 years ago lasting one year.
Patch test was positive to wood tar, and the
significance of the test reaction was ttncertain.
Five years ago he was treated for a photo-to.xic
skin reaction frotn a paint containing a wood
preservative. During the next three years the
patient had relapsing hand dermatitis. After
heing relatively well for one year, the patient
again had a hand dermatitis requiring sick
leave.

PK developed a hand dermatitis five years
ago. Routine patch tests were positive to nickel
and chromium and additional tests to wallpaper-
glue were also positive.

During the last 1-2 years, both men had
hung wallpapers and glassfibre fabric rnore
often than usual. The wallpapers were made
from vinyl plastic and of a waterproof type
used in bathrooms and kitchens. The wall-
papers and glassfibre fabric were hung by

means of a polyvinyl acetate based glue meant
specifically for these types of wallpaper. The
glue was delivered in a liquid, ready for use.

KS wa.s tested with 10 *:'' glue and the reac-
tion was positive. Both patients were tested
with components of the glue, and both showed
a positive reaction to cloracetamide O.i % and
formaldehyde 2%. The two components oc-
curred in the glue as a preservative in concen-
trations of 0.1 % and 0.2 % respectively. In
glues deliveî ed in liquid form, ready for use.
some preservative is necessary to prevent bac-
terial growth. Two other producers of glues
were asked about the eventual use of chloraee-
tamide as a preservative. None of the firms
used chloracetamide in glues, but one of them
used chloracetatnide as a preservative in shoe
polish.

Contact allergy to ehloracetamide as a pre-
servative in cosmetic cream (Calnan 1971,
Klaschka 1975, Nater 197!) and in Hirudoid
ointment (Smeenk & Prins 1972) has been re-
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ported earlier. The sensitizing properties of
chloracetamide in a modified Draize test has
been investigated (Maihach 1971).
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Contact dermatitis to phenothiazines Nemactii'" and Decentan®

/; CAMARASA

Hospital de San Pablo. Avenida San Antonio M.^' Ciaret 167. Barceiona, Spain

A 51-year-old male psychiatric nurse has suf-
fered for five years from a chronic dertnatitis
of the tips of the thumb and index finger of
the right hand.

With these fingers he picked np the pills
which he personally gave to the patients In
the psychiatric clinic. By this means the pills
were taken in his presence, and the dose that
each patient received was strictly controlled.

He gave a positive reaction with pure pow-
der frotn each of the drugs which he handled.
The standard series gave negative results.

The results of the special series were;

Nemactii'-''~
Decentan'-

Rhodia
Merck

NemactiK -̂' Rhodia or 8909 R P is cyano-3-(hy-
droxy-4-pipe]*idinei-.^-propyi-IO-phenothia/.ine.
It is used in U) or 50 mg tablets and droplets
of a 4 ' ' solution.

Decentan'''̂  Merck is l(2-hydroxyethyl)-4(.V
chloro-10 phenothia/JnyD-propyl-piperazine. It
is used in 2 mg capsules, 8 mg tablets, and
ampoules of 5 mg in I ec.

The patietit has been sensitized in a very
original tnanner to a well known group of
drugs, the phenothiazines.

Patch testing with mercaptobenzothiazoie and mercapto-mix

L ( . Ml-rCHhLL*, W. F . CtFNDLNNtNCi. E. C R O N I N , S .

ANt) H. 1. MAtiiACH
, N.B.

Division of Dermatology. The University of British Columbia, Vancouver,
Canada V6T 1W5

The results of patch testing with mercaptoben-
/othiazole. 1 % in petrolatum and with mct"-
captobenzothia/.ole mixture (mercapto-mix;

MBT Mix) were recorded at five centres. Mer-
capto-niix consisted of mercaptohenzothiazole,
N-cyciohexylbenzothia/,ylsulphenamide, diben-




