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Study
Expt
n /N

Ctrl
n /N

Weight
%

Peto OR
(95% CI Fixed)

Peto
(95% CI Fixed)

Adults

Subtotal (95% CI)
Chi-square 1.27 (d.f. = 3) z = 0.24

Children

Subtotal (95% CI)
Chi-square 0.87 (d.f. = 2) z = 0.21

Total (95% CI)
Chi-square 2.24 (d.f. = 6) z = 0.00

Batra 1997
Chou 1995
Vazquez 1992
Williams 1996

Colacone 1993
Idris 1993
Rodrigo 1993
Turner 1988

1/40
1/15
5/49
4/27

11/131

0/40
1/20
4/48
5/26

10/134

7/30
4/71

2/42
13/152

6/30
5/81

2/18
13/138

24/283 23/272

Chamber better Nebuliser better

1 2 1 5 10

100.0

25.4
20.8
0.0
7.8

54.0

2.5
4.7

20.2
18.7
46.0

7.39 [0.15,372.41]
1.35 [0.08,23.18]
1.25 [0.32,4.88]
0.74 [0.18,3.04]
1.12 [0.45,2.76]

1.21 [0.36,4.10]
0.91 [0.24,3.49]
Not estimable
0.37 [0.04,3.29]
0.91 [0.40,2.10]

1.00 [0.54,1.85]

0/9 0/9
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Chemical methods

Study
Expt

n
Ctrl
n

Ctrl
mean (sd)

Weight
%

WMD
(95% CI Fixed)

WMD
(95% CI Fixed)

Expt
mean (sd)

Physical methods − parallel group studies

Physical methods − cross-over studies

Combination methods

Total (95% CI)
Chi-square 5.64 (d.f. = 10) z = 0.60

Subtotal (95% CI)
Chi-square 3.79 (d.f. = 3) z = 0.60

Subtotal (95% CI)
Chi-square 0.08 (d.f. = 1) z = 0.25

Subtotal (95% CI)
Chi-square 0.00 (d.f. = 0) z = 0.85

Subtotal (95% CI)
Chi-square 0.96 (d.f. = 3) z = 0.15

Bahir 1997
Chang 1996
Dietemann 1993
Reiser 1990

Walshaw 1986

Antonicelli 1991
Warburton 1994

Carswell 1996
Cloosterman 1999
Dorward 1988
Marks 1994

13
12
11
23
59

22
22

9
12
21

23
76
9

17
125

227

80.00 (8.80)
87.00 (20.00)
72.33 (11.87)
76.00 (12.50)

77.40 (9.18)

3.27 (0.73)
1.88 (0.78)

105.00 (10.20)

17
14
12
23
66

20
20

9
12
21

26
81
9

18
134

241

−10 −5 0
Favours control Favours treatment

5 10

77.50 (12.50)
90.00 (15.00)
72.79 (14.78)
78.50 (15.00)

74.70 (11.25)

3.13 (0.82)
1.88 (0.77)

98.60 (15.30)
80.20 (13.50)

2.61 (0.51)
96.20 (25.20)

0.2
0.1
0.1
0.2
0.6

0.4
0.4

26.8
35.8
62.5

0.3
0.9

35.2
0.1

36.5

100.0

  2.500 [−5.128,10.128]
−3.000 [−16.777,10.777]
−0.460 [−11.375,10.455]
−2.500 [−10.480,5.480]
−0.343 [−49.978,4.292]

2.700 [−3.547,8.947]
2.700 [−3.547,8.947]

0.140 [−0.577,0.857]
0.000 [−0.620,0.620]
0.060 [−0.409,0.529]

6.400 [−0.809,13.609]
1.100 [−2.727,4.927]
0.130 [−0.495,0.755]

0.190 [−0.425,0.804]

0.114 [−0.257,0.485]

81.30 (10.90)
2.74 (0.81)

90.30 (17.80) −5.900 [−20.292,8.492]
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