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showed a positive response with 29.1 PNU/ml of rice pollen extract. On the other hand, 4 of 164 healthy
children {2.49%,) showed positive response with 29.1 PNU/ml. The PK test was successful in all of six
cases in which the test was performed. As a provocative test, a reduction in FEV , of 15 per cent or more
and/or asthmatic symptoms {e.c. wheezing} were considered positive. As a result, 13 out of 16 patients
utilized, all reacted positively to rice pollen extract administered by inhalation.

From these result, it is concluded that rice pollen is one of the major autumnal allergens in bronchial
asthma in Japan.

Studies on the Western Red Cedar Asthma
{3) A Research by Inquiry in Oume City,

Tokyo and the Inhalation Test with “Nezucone” to the Asthma

Takao Shida*, Kazuko Mimaki*, Naoshi Sasaki**, Yoshimiki Nakagawa***
Ohaki Hattori*** and Tatsushi Ishizaki*¥***
*Sagamihara National Hospital, Allergy Center
**Oume Health Center
***Dept. of Health, Tokyo Municipal Government

#4%*Dept. of Parasitology, Natiaonl Institute of Health

Occupational asthma due to western red cedar saw-dust was found among the woodworkers in the

saw-mills in Oume City, Tokyo. The incidence of saw-dust sensitive individuals was 29.2% and that of
asthmatic patients was 16.99;, of 65 workers. The incidence of asthma in Oume was higher than that in
Kanuma City which was previously shown on the first report. The different rate between two cities was
thought due to inadequate dust-adsorbing equipments of the saw-mills.

One asthmatic patient was available to the provocative inhalation of the water extract or the wood-
dust itself and the subcutaneous injection of the water extract. He developed the immediate as well as the
late reaction.

Nezucone is one of the essential oils of the western red cedar, having its particular fragrance. Four
of 5 asthmatic patients sensitive to the saw-dust occured an asthmatic attack by the inhalation of this oil.
Two asthmatics who were considered that they had never been exposed to the western red cedar, also de-
veloped an asthmatic attack by the inhalation of thesame oil.  The water soluble component might be spe-
cific to the development of the asthma, but the oil component might play as a non-specific irritant.

Immunological Studies of Commercially Available Silk Antigen

Terumasa Miyamoto, Katsuyuki Mizuno and Tsuneko Saito

Dept. of Physical Therapy & Medicine, University of Tokyo, School of Medicine

Silk extract was filtrated through sephadex G-100 and DEAE cellulose column chromatography
(stepweise and gradient]. FEach eluate was tested against rabbit anti-silk serum for precipitating antibody,
and skin-tested against silk sensitive subjects. There were no close correlation between antigenic sites for
precipitating antibody in rabbit and for skin sensitizing antibody in human. After treatment with TCA,
there were no reduction of antigenic potency in skin testing against human, although precipitating reaction
was completely abolished.
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