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To the Editor: Rosenstreich et al. do not discuss an important factor in the 

exacerbation and initiation of asthma: environmental tobacco smoke. [1] They report 
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that 58.3 percent of their subjects lived in homes with at least one smoker present. 

This finding is not surprising. Cigarette use is common in inner-city communities.

In view of the availability of effective interventions for smoking cessation that 

physicians can use in their offices, [2] it is time to integrate all efforts aimed at the 

control of asthma and of tobacco use in poor urban areas. This approach is necessary 

to counteract the specific targeting of inner-city communities by tobacco companies 

using promotions and billboard advertising. [3,4]

Carlos Roberto Jaen, M.D., Ph.D.

State University of New York at Buffalo; Buffalo, NY 14215
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