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SUMMARY 
 
A 50 year old male patient who was watched because of penicillin and venom allergy in the allergy unit had been 
admitted to the medical oncology polyclinic with cough, expectoration and hemoptysis 10 years ago. His symptoms 
had first begun 1 month prior to that admission, and he was then diagnosed with stage IV adeno carcinoma. The 
first allergic reaction occurred at 1 hour following the last transfusion, while the second transfusion reaction oc-
curred within the first 10 minutes of the transfusion and was associated with respiratory arrest. Also, he reported 
both penicillin and venom allergy history, and, subsequent to diagnosis and treatment, developed an anaphylactic 
reaction to a European Cornet sting on two occasions. Our aim in publishing this case is that after diagnosis of 
metastatic lung adeno cancer, our patient developed anaphylactic reactions associated with bee stings and on 2 oc-
casions suffered transfusion associated anaphylactic reactions. His subsequent survival (9 years to date with stable 
disease) is extraordinary. 
(Clin. Lab. 2012;58:1329-1330. DOI: 10.7754/Clin.Lab.2012.120321)  
 
 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
 

A 50 year old male patient who was watched because of 
penicillin and venom allergy in Antalya Education and 
Research Hospital Imunology and Allergy unit had been 
admitted to the internal medicine medical oncology 
polyclinic with cough, expectoration, and hemoptysis 
10 years ago. His symptoms had first begun 1 month 
prior to admission and he was diagnosed with adeno 
carcinoma by mediastinoscopy. Hypodense metastatic 
lesions in the left suprarenal area (21 x 41 mm) and in 
the liver (12 x 10 mm) were diagnosed by abdominal 
ultrasound and computerized tomography. Additional 
lesions were detected at the supra aortic level and retro-
caval area, with 17 x 15 mm, 23 x 20 mm, 15 x 10 mm 
multiple mediastinal lymph node enlargements, along 
with metastatic lesions in the right lung apical area (25 
x 20 mm), left lung apical area (20 x 20 mm), and bilat-
eral pulmonary lesions (7 x 8 mm) diagnosed by thorac-
ic computerized tomography. According to these crite-
ria the patient was diagnosed with stage IV pulmonary 
adenocarcinoma. The patient received 5 curative doses 

of carboplatin+ gemcitabine, 6 curative doses of doce-
taxel, and 6 curative doses of vinorelbine+ cisplatine. 
He did not have chemotherapy on a regular basis. Dur-
ing palliative transfusion procedures the patient suffered 
two transfusion reactions over 15 days. On the first oc-
casion, at 1 hour, a local reaction to the last transfusion 
occurred. The second transfusion reaction began within 
the first 10 minutes of transfusion and a reaction associ-
ated with respiratory arrest occured. On this occasion, 
post transfusion bilateral pulmonary rhonchi were noted 
with tachycardia and elevated renal and hepatic function 
tests (> 10 x normal limits). His performance status was 
1 according to the ECOG scale. The patient had had a 
myocardial infarction in the past, and for this reason he 
was administered clopidogrel and aspirin. He reported a 
42 pack per year history of smoking. Also, he reported 
both a history of penicillin and venom allergy, and sub-
sequent to diagnosis and treatment developed anaphy-
laxis to a European Cornet (Vespa crabro) sting on two 
occasions. In his family history his mother and siblings 
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had had coronary artery disease. Physical examination 
post arrest revealed a fever of 36°C, heart rate 120 bpm, 
blood pressure 120/80 mmHg, and respiration rate 22/ 
minute, along with the aforementioned bilateral pulmo-
nary rhonchi with no other findings.  
Lung cancer is the leading cause of cancer mortality in 
the world (31% for men and 26% for women of all can-
cer deaths). Trends in lung cancer incidence and mor-
tality reflect smoking habits and/or exposure to other 
environmental or occupational carcinogens. The inci-
dence rate in men is 34.9 per 100,000 with the highest 
rates observed in more developed countries while in 
women the incidence rates are lower (11.1 per 100,000). 
Lung cancers can be grouped into two major histologi-
cal types, namely non-small cell and small cell lung 
cancer (NSCLC and SCLC, respectively) [1-5], re-
flecting the different clinical behaviour and sensitivity 
to chemo- and radiotherapy of the tumor types. NSCLC 
accounts for 75 - 85% of lung cancer patients and con-
sists of several subtypes, predominantly squamous cell 
carcinomas, adenocarcinomas and large cell carcino-
mas, for which surgery is the mainstay of treatment. 
Many factors may influence the differences in lung can-
cer incidence. They may be connected with cigarette 
smoking, passive smoking and also with a host of other 
factors including age, all of which may protect against 
or facilitate the development of the cancer.Many factors 
affect the prognosis and survival of non small cell lung 
cancer patients, including overall performance, disease 
extent, and weight loss. The median survival of these 
patients is 6 - 9 months in many trials [6,7]. Our aim in 
publishing this case is that after diagnosis of stage IV 
metastatic lung adeno cancer, our patient developed an 
anaphylactic reaction associated with bee stings and on 
2 occasions suffered transfusion associated anaphylactic 
reactions. His subsequent survival (9 years to date with 
stable disease) is extraordinary. We speculate that his 
anaphylactic reactions may have contributed to these ef-
fects on survival. 
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