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Letter to the editor

Household insects allergy

I read with great interest the paper by Dr
Carlsen et al. ‘Cockroach sensitivity in
Norway: a previously unidentified prob-
lem? (1) and also Dr Chapman’s editorial
(2) in the same issue of your journal.

In order to answer the question in
Dr Carlsen’s paper, in my opinion it would
be interesting to know:

(1) What are the commonest household
insects found in Norway?

(2) What is the mosquito species used for
radioallergosorbent test (RAST) and why
has the same extract not been used for the
skin test?
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The fact that 16.5% of the patients are
sensitive to mosquito seems to indicate a
cross-reactivity with house fly (Musca
domestica) which is also a diptera.

As it is known that a pan-allergy among
arthropods is very common (3-6) and
related to tropomyosin (7), paramyosin,
carbohydrate cross-reactive determinants
(CCD) or other pan-allergens, I think that
there is more likely to be a cross-reactivity
with other household insect allergens such
as spider, cloth mite, Ephestia and silverfish
or others specific to Norway in the case of
Dr Carlsen’s study.
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In Roma, with Barletta et al. (8), we have
shown that silverfish (Lepisma saccharina)
is very common and a very primitive insect
and a potential allergen.

I should be very glad to have the results
of their investigations in order to know
whether my guess is correct.
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