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ABSTRACTS OF ORIGINALS
Two Cases of Konjac Bronchial Asthma, which was Found Other

than the ““Konnyaku’’ Producing District

Kojiro Shichijo, Setsuo Kobayashi, Yujiro Osawa, Ryuzo Fueki, Kiyoshi Shimoyama,
Miyako Masaya, Hiroshi Makimoto, Mamoru Yamada and Toshio Kobayashi

First Department of internal Medicine, School of Medicine, Gunma University, Maebashi

We have already been reported on Konjac Bronchial Asthma causing by the inhalation of *“Maiko”,
a dust from Amorphophalus Konjac, during the production of a foodstuff “Konnyaku”.

The patients have only been found so far in the workers of the mill or in the residents surrounding it.

The paper presented two cases of Konjac Asthma, which was found other than the above-mentioned
area, one was a fire works maker, other was a dying worker.

Those patients used to handle the “Maiko” during their labors.

“Maiko” is the very potent allergen, and it is widely used as a feed of domestic animals, or as a con-
taminant of japanese foodstuff “Konnyaku”, or as some other industrial purposes like above-mentioned
works.

These findings suggest that the kind of asthma should be investigated in more extensive fields at least
in Japan.

A Study of in Vitro Histamine Release Test

Noriya Sakamoto

The Second Department of Internal Medicine
(Director:  Prof. Keimei Mashimo)
Hokkaido University, School of Medicine, Sapporo

Histamine is released from corpuscles of immunized subjects by the application of corresponding anti-
gen. This experiment was aimed to antigen antibody reaction in immediate type allergy utilizing upper
phenomenon. In vitro, to the blood from subjects with immediate type allergy corresponding antigen
was added.

And, released plasma histamine level was compared with by the case of antigen was added to the
blood and by not.

Plasma histamine level was determined by a modified fluorometric method devised by Noah and Brand.

1) Patients with ACTH hypersensitivity (These patients showed positive cutaneous responses to
ACTH by the methods of direct skin test and PK reaction): intense release of histamine was observed,
but by the cases of normal subjects no release was observed.

2) Asthmatics; by the cases of patients with positive skin test and PK reaction with house dust
intense release of histamine was observed, but the cases of patients with negative skin test and of normal
subjects no release was observed,

In some these normal subjects house dust was able to evoke positive cutaneous response and positive
P-K reaction.

3) Subjects with positive cutaneous response to benzyl penicilloyl protein conjugate: by the case
of simple hapten no release was observed, by the case of bivalent hapten weak release was observed and
by the case of multivalent hapten intense release was observed.

4) Rabbits immunized with HSA, cephalothin and various penicillins: multivalent haptens were
able to release histamine.

From these experiments this ““in vitro histamine release test’”’ confirmed to be was useful to detect
P
antigens and antibodies concerning immediate allergy or atopic disease.
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