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Editor's Introduction

Acute hypersensitivity responses to antigenic challenge in sensitized individuals are
well known to clinicians. Nevertheless, the late phase response (LPR) which occurs
hours or days after challenge has, until recently, received less attention and been
less well appreciated. Dr. Lemanske describes the late phase response of various
target organs such as the skin, lung, and nose as well as the systemic response. The
histopathology and pathogenesis of the LPR, including the role of mediators, are
described along with the symptom complex related to éach target organ.

Investigation of these late phase responses indicates that inflammafitn is a major
component of the reaction, and this element must be addressed when considering
rational treatment 

James J. Leonard. M.D.

A n t i g e n c h a l l e n g e . c a n r e s u l t i n b i p h a s i c c l i n i c a l
responses in a varièty of tissues including fhe skin, lung, and nose. The im-
mediate_component occurs within minutes following JÉailenge, resolves in
30 to 60 minutes, and
' - f ' l f n n l . ^ ,

may be followed by late phase reactions (LPRs).

consequences o reactions have appreciated for decades, re-
a meaRs to explain the more
diseases including asthma, aller-

cent attention has focused on LPRs as
chronic clinical features of various allergic
gic rhinitis, urticaria, and atopic dermatitis.

The recognition and description of LPRs actually dates back over a cen-
lury.' In 1873, Blackley reported the development of both upper and
lower respiratory. tract symptoms that evolved over hours following expo-
sure to grass pollen. ln 1922, Cooke skin tested himself to horse dander
and described not only the initial wheal and flare reaction, but also the de-
velopment of edema and erythema, wtich werd still present the next day.z
*Supported by National Institutes of Health grants 1-K08-HL0Il47 -0l and AI10404.
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