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this survey.

Studies on the Western Red Ceder Asthma (2) Clinical Analysis
with Special Reference to the Allergical Aspect

Tatsushi Ishizaki*, Takao Shida**, Terumasa Miyamoto**, Yukio Muramatsu**,
Katsuyuki Mizuno**, Masaaki Tomaru** and Tsuneko Saito**
*Dept. of Parasitology, National Institute of Health
**Dept. of Medicine & Physical Therapy, University of Tokyo, School of Medicine

Clinical investigations were performed on the subjects (269 in total) attended at the mass examination
for occupational asthma due to western red ceder sawdust.

The positive rate of skin test by the sawdust antigen of W.R.C. among 22 asthmatic patients was 85%,
while its rate among the non-occupational patients was 15%,. Futhermore, threshold value (dilution grade)
for positive skin reaction due to W.R.C. antigen was higher in the patients of atopic type who showed also
high sensitivity for commercial inhalant-antigens.

The obstructive data in lung function were obtained only among the asthmatic patients with chronic
bronchitis which was considered as a major factor for developing the asthma due to W.R.C.

Asthmatic attack due to inhalation of the sawdust was protected by use of an inhalating chemical
(disodium cromoglycate) which inhibited the release of histamine as well as other chemical mediators from
mast cells in tissue due to antigen-antibody reaction.

Study on Clinical Features of Intractable Bronchial Asthma

Toshikazu Nemoto
First Dept. of Internal Medicine, School of Medicine, Gunma University

{Director: Prof. K. Shichijo}

For the purpose of clarifing on clinical features of intractable bronchial asthma, comparative study on
the intractable asthmatics with the other ones was performed by clinical approaches including history
taking, recording the respiratory phonographies, pulmonary function tests (VC, FEV1.0, % FEVI1.0.),
observation of ciliary movement of nasal epithelium and levels on immunoglobulins.

The incidence of intractable asthmatics accounted for 15.39%, of all asthmatics without significant dif-
ference between both sexes. The hereditary tendency of allergic disease was proved at significantly high-
er percentage in intractable asthmatics than in the other ones.

The onset of the disease in the intractable cases was younger than that of the other cases, and over
709, of the formers had been diseased for more than 11 years.

Most of the intractable asthmatics had perennial attacks, whereas most of the other cases and seasonal
attacks. However, both groups tended to be worse in the early morning.

The intractable one was much easily precipitated the attack by various non-spesific factors such as
weather changes, overworking and psychic stimulus.

It was very interesting that dry rales were demonstrated on the chest of the intractable one even at the
period without any breeth difficulty, and that low immunoglobulin levels and infective factors were not
demonstrated in the intractable asthmatics.
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